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Abstract

This research was aimed at examining rational thinking ability
of Mathayom Suksa 2 students resulting from their study of a literature
topic "Khun Chang , Khun Pan." The instructional approach adopted was
that of the thinking development process type. At the same time ,
their rational thinking ability was compared with that of students who
had been exposed to the same topic but taught by a regular instructional
approach.

The research sample comprised 78 students of the Chiang Mai
University Demonstration Séhocl who studied the topic during the first
semester of the 1995 academic year. They were divided into 2 groups ,
experimental and control. The former was exposed to the thinking

development process method while the latter was taught by a regular one.



The instruction lasted 11 50-minute periods. Following the instruction ,
Rational Thinking and Rationality Measurement Tests were given and
results subjected to the t-test.

Research findings were as follows :

1. Students in the experimental group were found , after the -
experiment ,to be able to think more rationally than they were prior
to the experiment at the .01 level of significance, indicating that
the thinking development process approach worked well in literature
teaching.

2. Rational thinking ability of students in the experimental
group was found to be higher than that of students in the control group.

The difference was significance at the .01 level.



