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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to find out the potentiality
of the Special Project Activities for Self-Reliance and to investigate
factors affecting the process of enhancing self-reliance of the project
at Sun Pang Mapha Scheool, Mae Hong Son Province. The population of
the study included all 16 teachers, 258 students, 2 janitors and some
other persons who involved in operating the project activities. The
author employed participant and non-participant observations, formal
and informal interviews to collect field data. Additionaly, data
from relevant documents were alsoc gathered. Meanwhile the collected
data were analyzed by analytic induction and descriptive analysis
which lasted arcund three months. The major findings of this study
were as follows:

A. The potential of the Special Project Activities for
Self-Reliance.

The project’s purposes were to provide students with
cccupational skills needed for their living and to. produce foods and
other products for their comsumption during their stay at school. All

students of the project school were divided into two groups; the first




group, 151 students, stayed and boarded at school throughout the
year; the second groups, 107 students, came to school in the morning
and went back home in the afternoon. At that time the project worked
on eight different tasks, namely; 1) food production 2} building and
grounds 3) salt production 4) cooperative activity 5} fruits
growing and manure 6) rice farming 7) central agriculture 8) animal
farming.

All tasks operated effectively in managing resources
inciuding land use, materials and equipments, and limited budget.
Rotation of crops growing was implemented to maximize land use,
teachers were assigned to the tasks according to their abilities,
experiences and needs. In some other tasks that required special
abilities such as agricultural work and animal farming were lack of
qualified teachers. Most teachérs had to work longer hours and they
found that some tasks were less demanding than others so they were
likely to change their tasks whenever there was a transfer or at the
beginning of academic year. This caused discontinuity in improving
the tasks.

The outcomes of the project activities included: Students
had two meals of school lunch per week and all of them had enough food
appropriate to their status throughout their stay; school grounds
were looked after well and looked beautiful; salt production was
enough for the community needs; fund for cooperative activity was
increased. Rice farm, central agriculture, fruit-growing and manure,
and animal farming could produce appropriate food and products, but
not enough for the consumption of 151 students who boarded at school
due to less production area with only about seven rai of land. Animal

farming encountered the problem concerning unqualified teachers and




fund for raising a lot of animals at a time. However, most students

earned process skills and knowledge, and good attitude towards

working through practicing in different tasks at satisfactory level.
B. Factors found affecting the project operations:

1. Being the Royal Project school.

2. Being a government educational system unit.

3. Characteristics of the school administrators;
understanding and attitude towards self-reliance school principle,
good human relationships, admiﬁistrative styles, working morale
awareness.

4. Characteristics of teachers; attitude towards
self-reliance project, abilities, and interactions among colleagues.

5. Students’' capabalities; physical fitness, knowledge and
skills in working, and willingness to work.

6. Promotions from other organizations,

C. Factors affecting students’ selif-reliance:

1. Teachers’ charateristics; attitude towards working and
students, motivation to work, work load, marital status, and how they
interacted with students.

2. S8pecial project activities.

3. After school activities.

4., Teaching and learning activities

5. School environments

All of +these factors provided students with knowledge and
skills, attitude towards work, social skilis including working

cooperatively with others, as well as the democratic process.




