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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to compare the effects of the
semantic field spproach and the teacher’s manual on  vocabulary
recognition, achievement and retention of Mathayom Suksa & students.
The subjects were 80 MHathayom Suksa 5 students from 2 classes of
Yuparajwittayalai School. Forty students in each class had comparable
ability in English, judged from the result of the English Z achieve-
ment test analyzed by t-test. The 2 classes were simple random
sampled to be an experimental group and a controlled group,The ex-
perimental group was taught through the semantic field approach while
the controlled group was taught through the teacher’s manual for 10
periods.‘Reoogn%tion tests were sdministered to both groups at the
end of each period. The achievement test was administered after the

10 periods of teaching had finished.




The retention test was given to the subjects after the achievement
test had been completed for 12 days. The data were snalyzed and the
t-test was used to test the difference between the mean scores.

The findings of this study were as follows:

1. The vocabulary recognition mean scores of the students
taught through the semantic field approach were not gsignificantly
different from the mean scores of those taught through the teacher’s
manual .

2. The achievement mean scores of the students taught through
the semantic field approach were higher than those taught through the
teacher’'s manual at the 0.05 level of significance

3. The retention mean scoresz of the students taught through
the semantic field approach were higher than those taught through the

teacher s manual at the 0.01 level of significance.




