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Abstract

This study intended to unveil essential data that could
be used as guidelines for the development of NFE projects to be
more relevant to the needs and problems of the people in the
north. The purpose fo the research was to study and analyze NFE
projects regarding their philosophy, objectives and goals,
target population and areas, operational strategies, and the
results of the NFE organized by government agencies in the
North. The study also intended to analyze the compatibility
between nonformal education and the socio-economic, political,

and ecological problems in the northern region. The study was




undertaken in 17 northern provinces, namely Uthaithani,
Nakhornsawan, Phichit, Phitsanuloke, Phetchaboon, Kamphaengphet,
Sukhothai, Tak, Uttaradit, Phrae, Phayoa, Nan, Chiangrai,
Macshongsorn, Chiangmai, Lamphoon and Lampang.

The study discloéed that the NFE projects organizecd by
government agencies in the 1989 fiscal year followed the
goﬁernment poilcies aiming to find solution to 9 crucial
problemes; (1) low income among farmers; (2) low quality of
agricultural productivity; (3) unemployment after harvest; (4)
poor health and limited public health services in rural areas;
(5) durg addict; (6) lack of educational opportunities and
services in rural areas; {7) prostitution; (8) deforestation and
slash-and-burn cultivation; (9) illegal occupation of forest areas.
By and large. the NFE projects conducted by these organizations
had the following characteristics:

The philosophy: the philosophy adopted by these
organizations comprised people's participation, self-reliance,
and Khit-pen philoscophy. .

The objectives: in general, the objectives set forth by
these projects were congruous with the aforementioned problems.
The projects placed emphasis on occupational development,
promotion of educational opportunities, provision of essential
knowledge ard public health services, as well as providing people

with knowledge on forest and animal preservation.




The projects' goals: with regard to the projects'goals,
most organizations clearly stated that they wanted the target
population to have secured occupations, high quality of
productivity, high income, having good health, and opportunity
to - further education. In practice, the study found that the
projects had not achieved their goals due to the fact that
educational projects required longer time than the duration set
by the projects.

The target areas; the identification of target areas by
most projects was based on the assigned policy and the
characteristics of the areas categorized according to
development levels. The villages were categorized as backward
villages, moderate villages, backward agricultural areas,
moderately-developed agricultural areas, forest areas, high
land, and rural villages in general. However, the study
disclosed that the activities conducted did not actually cover
the identified-target areas.

The target population: concerning the target population,
these development organizations —categorized the target
population into two groups: (1) unspecified target = group
comprising general population, farmers, students, youths, hill
peoples; and (2) specific target group comprising leading
farmers, primary school students, public-health reporters,

village public-health volunteers, and hill-area women.




The operational approach of the projects: the majority
of the organizations implemented their projects by employing
training technique, demonstration, actual practice, stuty tour,
expibition, distribution of printed materials, and radio programs.

| The outcomes of the projects: mostly these organizations
were able to implemant the projects according to the plans.
However, their operational areas did not adequately cover the
northern ergion. The services were not yet accessible to a
number of people.

The relevance between NFE projects and the 9 problems in
the north; regarding this aspect, the study disclosed that most
of the projects were not responsive to the regional problems due
to the incompatibility between the problems and the projects
contents and methodologies. However, some of the projects,
particularly those concerning public health and educational
problems, could be regarded as congruent to the preblems
although they could not entirely eradicate the problems.

That is, the Characteristics of the project is
considered most essential if the NFE project is to be responsive
to the problems and needs of the people. The project has to be
relevant to the local problems, particularly in terms of the
proiect's contents, operational approach, and practical

guidelines that would lead to the accomplishment of the project.




