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Abstract

This study was aimed at examining primary school students’
knowledge of and opinions concerning democracy. Study samples
comprised 429 Prathom Suksa 6 students under the office of Chiang Mai
Provincial Primary Education. The test of Xknowledge and
questionaires were used and resulting data were analyzed using
percentage, average and standard deviation.

Findings were as follows :

1. Overall, students’ knowledge of democracy was tested and
63.51% of their responses were rated correct.. However, when
considered aspect by aspect, it was found that as regards Karawa Dhama
or respectability aspect the correct answers figured 68.85%; Samakee
Dhama or togetherness 66.18%; Panya Dhama or rétionality 63.39% and

general knowledge of democracy 55.63%.



As far as Karawa Dhama aspect was concerned, the following
contents, in descending order, were those students gave correct
anawers : Physical mutual respect (81.12%); respect in monarchy
institution (73.71%); respect in social rules and regulations (70.47%)3
respect. in others’ rights (86.67%); respect in others” opinions
(66.12%); respect in others’ words (64.49%); freedom and the exercise
of freedom within the framework of laws and mores (59.38%)

As regards Samakee Dhama aspect the contents and accompanying
correct answers figures were as follows : interest reconciliation
based on public or national interest (77.62%); working together
sincerely, willingly and fairly {(74.98%); devol,ion to assignment
(83.75%); collective spirit in a social work unit (82.59%) and public
interest consideration (51.98%).

As resards Panya Dhama aspect they were using wisdom,
reasons and righteousness in settling all disputes/problems (75.76%);
not. relying solely on self (69.31%); shared considerations and
decision making based on reasons whenever problems arose requiring
collective decision (65.73%); voting as a last resort (42.77%).

2. students' opionions concerning towards democracy in all 3
aspects were highly favourable especially as regards Karawa Dhama
aspect. The 6 content areas of the latter generated following X
values : Physical mutual respect (4.66); respect in others’ rights
(4.23); respect in others’ words (3.92)3 freedom and the use of
freedom (3.89)3 respect in social rules and mores (3.87);3 and respect

in others’ opinions (3.53).



As regards Panya Dhama the content areas and accompanying'f
values were as follows: shared considerations and decision making
(3.87); not relying solely on self (3.82); voting as a last resort
(3.88); and using wisdom, reasons and righteousness in solving
problems/disputes (3.186).

As regards Samakee Dhama they were public interest
consideration (4.01)3 devotion to assigned tasks and social
obligations (3.89); interest reconcilistion based on public or
national interest (3.51); work cooperation (3.40); and collective

spirit (3.21).



