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Abstract

This study has three following objectives. The first is to study the overall operational
structure of farmer groups in Fang district, Chiang Mai. The second is to evaluate the knowledge
and understanding of the members and the committees towards the operation of the farmer
groups. The third is to evaluate the satisfaction of the members and the committees towards the
operation of the farmer groups in Fang district, Chiang Mai. There were two groups of samples in
the study which were standard farmers and below standard farmers. The standard farmers
included Pong Nam Ron Farmer Group which had 171 members and 9 committees. The below
standard farmers included Mae Ka Rice Farmer Group which had 59 members and 5 committees.
Therefore, the total number of samples was 244. Tools for data collection were two set of
questionnaires; one is for the farmer group members, the other is for the farmer group
committees. Descriptive statistics were used to analyze the data. Then, the data were presented in
forms of tables, percentage, and mean values.

Regarding the study on the overall operational structure of farmer groups in Fang district,
it was found that there was big difference in terms of the organization’s objectives. Internal
structure was based on members, committees, agricultural section, officers or managers, and
general meeting. Main operation or activity was providing goods for sale and offering loan to

members. Most capital of the famer groups came from capital stock, reserved capital, regulated



cumulative capital, and borrowings. For financial status, four aspects financial analysis was done.
It was discovered that, in the aspect of liquidity, both groups were considered to have good
liquidity. In the aspect of debt, most of Pong Nam Ron Farmer Group’s debt was caused by
deposited money of the members and the borrowings while Mae Ka Rice Farmer Group had no
debt. In the aspect of the effectiveness of financial management, both groups held assets in the
forms of cash and bank savings. However, there was low rate of money in circulation and
capitalization. In the aspect of the ability to make profit, both groups were able to making profits
fairly well and had similar rate of profit from the owners.

Regarding the evaluation on the knowledge and understanding of the members and the
committees towards the operation of the farmer groups, it was found that the members of Pong
Nam Ron Farmer Group had mediocre knowledge and understanding; the members of Mae Ka
Rice Farmer Group had fair knowledge and understanding; the committees of Pong Nam Ron
Farmer Group had good knowledge and understanding; and the committees of Mae Ka Rice
Farmer Group had mediocre knowledge and understanding. As a result, it can be seen that the
members and committees of the standard farmer group had better knowledge and understanding
of the operational principles than those of the below standard farmer group.

From the questionnaires on the satisfaction of the members and the committees towards
the operation of the farmer groups in 11 aspects, it was discovered that the members and the
committees of Pong Nam Ron Farmer Group were highly satisfied with every aspect on average
but mostly satisfied with financial management. The members of Mae Ka Rice Farmer Group
were moderately satisfied with every aspect on average but mostly satisfied with the
organization’s operation. The committees of Mae Ka Rice Farmer Group were moderately
satisfied with every aspect on average but mostly satisfied with the policy making. Therefore, it
can be noted that the members and the committees of the standard farmer group were more

satisfied with the operation than those of the below standard farmer group.
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