Table of Contents

Acknowledgement

Abstract (Thai)

Abstract (English)

List of Tables
List of Figures
Abbreviation

Glossary

Chapter 1 Introduction

11

1.2

1.3

14

1.5

1.6

Background and Rationale

1.1.1 Who are the Mon People?

1.1.2 A Brief Overview of the Myanmar Economy and its
Financial Sector

1.1.3 Overview of Migration and Migrants’ Remittances
in Myanmar

1.1.4  Overview of Mon Migrant Workers from Myanmar,
in Malaysia

Significance of the Study

Obijectives of the Study

Hypotheses

Scope of the Study

Structure of the Paper

Page

vii
xiii
Xiv

XV

XVi

10
11
12
12
13

15



Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Literature Review and Theoretical Background

2.1

2.2

Theories of Remittance

2.1.1 The Altruistic Motive

2.1.2 The Self-Interest Motive

2.1.3 Family Contract (Loan Repayment)

2.1.4 Family Contract (Risk and Income Diversification)
Literature Review

2.2.1 Characteristics of the Individual Migrant

2.2.2 Migration Characteristics

2.2.3 Family Characteristics

2.2.4 The Use and Impact of Remittances on Household

Expenditure

Methodology

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Selection of Target Areas and Participants
Profile of Sample Villages
Data Collection Procedure

Data Analysis

Empirical Result

4.1

Characteristics of the Sample
4.1.1 Migrant Characteristics
4.1.2 Migratory Characteristics

4.1.3 Family Characteristics

16

16

16

17

17

18

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

28

30

32

35

35

35

36

36



Chapter 5

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Xi

Characteristics of Remitters and Non-Remitters

Characteristics of Remittance Behavior According to

Documentation Status

Amount Remitted: OLS Regression Analysis

Remittance Behavior of Mon Migrants Working in

Malaysia

Use and Impact of Remittances

5.1 The Use and Impact of Remittances on Household

5.2

5.3

5.4

Expenditure

Basic Needs and Assets

521

5.2.2

5.2.3

5.24

5.25

5.2.6

5.2.7

Food and non-alcoholic beverages
Clothes and Footwear

Durable Goods

Electricity Meter Bills, Firewood and Fuel
Expenses

Housing Maintenance and Repairs
Transportation and Communication

Interest Debt

Community and Social Use

Saving and Productive Investment

54.1

54.2

Investment in Agricultural Business

Buying and Constructing Housing

40

42

50

51

56

56

59

59

60

60

60

61

61

62

63

65

65

66



Xii

543 Gold

5.4.4 Health and Education

Chapter 6  Conclusion

References

Appendix A: Money Transfer Mechanism

Curriculum Vitae

67

68

70

74

81

93



Xiii

List of Tables

Table

11

1.2

13

14

3.1

3.2

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

Remittance flows to developing countries (2002-2008)

Currency exchange rate (Kyats per US Dollar)

Migrants by Country of Origin in Malaysia, March 2006

Remittances

Basic Infrastructure and Services in Taung Paw Village

Basic Infrastructure and Services in Yay Paw Village

Characteristics of the Sample

Characteristics of Migrants by Education

Characteristics of Remitters and Non-Remitters

Characteristics of Remittance Behavior according to Documentation
Status

Relationship between Migrants’ Characteristics and Amount Remitted
(All migrants)

Relationship between Migrants’ Characteristics and Amount Remitted
(Construction)

Relationship between Migrants’ Characteristics and Amount Remitted
(Services)

Relationship between Migrants’ Characteristics and Amount Remitted

(Fisheries)

Page

10
29
30
37
38
41

43

46

47

48

49



Xiv

List of Figures

Figure

3.1

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

5.1

5.2

Location of the Research Sites

Job Characteristics of Migrants

Legal Status of Migrants

Age Distribution of Migrants at the Time of First Migration
Relationship between Length of Stay and Average Amount Remitted
Relationship between Migrants Education and Average Amount
Remitted

Relationship between Job Characteristics and Average Amount Remitted
Contribution of Remittance Income to Total Income

Average Household Experience by Experience Groups

Page

27
38
39
39
44

44

45
58

59



