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ABSTRACT

This study has two objectives : 1) to study the touring behavior of tourists who visit Chae
Sorn National Park, Chae Hom District in Lampang Province; and 2) to construct a demand function
for this recreation tourist site in order to estimate its recreation value. Primary data are used and
obtained from an accidental random sample of 344 visitors. One Site Individual Travel Cost Model is
used in the estimation of recreation value.

On the touring behavior of the sample, the results of the study show that most tourists visit
the site on purpose, organize their own trips, normally come in groups in their own private cars.
Weekends are the most popular time to visit. Average expenditure per trip per person is 535 Baht.

On the valuation of the recreation value of the Chae Sorn National Park, it is found that
double log linear demand function is the most suitable to be used to estimate the recreation value for
this site. The number of visits is a function of two groups of independent variables: the first is travel
costs which do not include other related expenditures and opportunity costs from not working, and

socio-economic features of visitors which include place of residence, marital status, and average



monthly income. The demand function is then used to derive consumer surplus for the sample as a
whole which is estimated to be 3,098,737 Baht or 9,007 Baht per person. The number of visits to this
site is found to be two trips per year, and consumer surplus per person per trip is 4,738 Baht. Total
recreation value of this National Park is therefore 4,347,113,771 Baht. This is equivalent to

7,343,097 Baht per square-kilometer as the site covers the total area of 592 square-kilometer.



