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ABSTRACT

This Thesis on the development plans of Tambon Administration Organizations
(TAO) in Lampang Province has the objectives to analyzes the pertinent planning
process, the status of programs/projects about economic development, the budget
allocation, the extent of people’s participation in the planning and implementation of
such development plans, and to identify problems and obstacles in the imptementation
of the programs/projects.

Primary data and information were obtained from questionnaire interview of 10
TOA members of each of 51 TAOs totaling 510 persons as well as five villagers who

participated in each TAO's development activities totaling 255 persons. Secondary



information and data were compiled from reported statistics, budget and
programs/project documents covering the years 2000 — 2004 provided by alt together
87 TAOs in Lampang Province. The analyzes were mats on the ground of descriptive
statistic.

The study found that the economic development plans of TAOs were formulated
well according to proper planning process but done without appropriate feasibility
study. However, economic development appeared to get lesser priority in all classes of
TAOs in terms of number of programs/projects compared to other types of development
plans. Consequently, budget allocated for economic development in every years and
every class of TAOs was small relative to budget for other development plans.

Although the majority on 86.27% of people under study indicated they
participated in TAO'’s planning process in various village/community forums, only
16.08% did involve in implementation. The TAO's members were of opinion that major
problems and obstacles in TAO's economic development attempts were limited
education and understanding about economic development on the part of involved
personnel, limited budget allocation for economic development activities, and the rather
low level of villagers’ participation in the implementation. Meanwhile, the villagers
expressed their viewpoints that TAOs' economic development plans and activities did
not respond to real need of people, that programs/projects were not continued
progressively nor extended other development phases nor implemented fully in terms of
geographic coverage, that the provision of knowledge and publicity about TAO's
economic development programs to general villagers were not widespread enough, and

that there was inadequate market absorption of their agricultural outputs.



