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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study what are the factors affecting decisions to take
special tutorial courses, and to investigaie the need of taking special tutorial courses outside
classes among lower secondary level students in Muang District , Chiang Mai.

Data used in this study were obtained from questionnaires. A sample size of 300
lower secondary level students were interviewed. Logistic regression model was used to analyze
the data.

The results of the study show that most of the students took special tutorial courses
because they believed that it would help them to learn better. Besides, it would help them review
what they have learned in schools as they thought that the teaching methods employed in special
tutorial courses were better than in their own schools. In addition, the contents of the tutorial
courses were complementary 1o what they got in their school classes. Moreover, they believed that
taking tutorial courses could help them better prepared for exams at schools and therefore made
them more confident. The students preferred to take tutorial courses either in the first or second
semester than in summer. They spent on average one day per week and half an hour of travelling
time to go to the tutorial centers. The courses cost them on average of 1,001 —~ 3,000 baht per
semester. Most of them were persuaded by their parents to take the courses. For the students who

did not take the special tutorial classes, they thought that they were too expensive.



Most of the students, both who took and did not take the tutorial courses, thought that
taking special tutorial courses would help them with wider experiences, increase their knowledge,
help them revise their lessons, and made them more advantage when taking exams. Therefofe,
they should be encouraged to take special tutorial courses.

The factors which were found in this study to significantly influence the decisions to
‘take special tutorial courses were the students’ experiences with special tutorial before, their
present schools are famous schools, the educational background of students’ mothers, and the need

to further their studies in famous schools, respectively.



