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Abstract
The purposes of this study were to investigate the

gpportunities for further education after finiéhing the compulsory
education of boys and girls to compare their educational investment,
to study the opportunity costs of education of the rural households,
and alse to investigate the economic activities for children
vhich earn income, for their families.

The data used in this study was primary data -taken from
interviews and behavioral observations of the population in each
village. The researcher spent 3 months living in these villages and
selected samples of children who were 11-15 years of age. Fifteen
children from each village who were both in the formal education and
labour markets were from the types of villages as followingi

1. Ban Mae Kung Bok, Sanpatong District, Chiang Mai Province,



was a type of an advanced agricultural village of which the households
were in a good economic condition and had their own land.

2. Ban Pa Sak Noi, Sankamphaeng District, Chiang Mai Province,
was a type of a rainfed agricultural village of which the households
were in a medium economic condition and made varieties of handicrafts.

3. Ban FPong Fa Aeung, Sankamphaeng District, Chiang Mai
Province, was a type of a rainfed agricultural village of which
most of households were in a low economic condition and had no land
of their own. The career that played an important role in this
village was non-agricultural employment, especially construction works.

The finding showed that the opportunities for further education
after finishing the compulsory education of boys and girls were
not different. After calculating data for percentage of children
who had opportunities to further their education, it was found that
the results were nearly the same: the percentage of boys was 54090
and of girls was £1.80. And after testing the hypothesis by using
t—-test, it was found that the percentage of both groups of boys
and girls were not significantly different at the level of .05.

The finding of expenditure for their children in education
indicated that the education investment for the households' sons and
daughters was not different. After calculating for the exbenditure of
each child in each academic semester in Ban Mae Kung Bok, it was
found that the mean for boys' expenditure was 6,281 baht and that of
girls' was 6,771 baht. For Ban Pa sak Noi, the mean of the boys' was
8,160 baht and that of the girls’' was 6,021 baht. After testing the

hypothesis by using t-test, it showed that the means of both groups

of boys and girls were not significantly different at the level of .0B.



The finding of the opportunity cost indicated that the
educational opportunity cost for each person in a year of girls was
13,314 baht, and of boys was 9,394 baht. The differences of the
educat ional opportunity cost was due to the characteristics of Jjobs
the children did. The girls were likely to have opportunities in Jjobs
that facilitated to the periods of time: they could do their jobs in
days, nights and holidays.

The finding of economic activities that helped children to
earn income, it was found that twenty children were in the Ilabour
markets of which 7 were boys and 13 were girls. On the average,
the boys' wages per day was 72.85 haht, working 8 hours a day, and
those of the girls was 60.00 baht, working 9 and a half hours a day.
The above findings suggested that if the compulsory education increase
to 9 years, government should provide supporting budgets so that
the children and households would not be in trouble because tﬁe
expenditure of the children's education of poor households was at
high rate when being compared with the households’ income levels. In
case of the children who could earn income, their income which was

the main sources of the households income will be foregone.




