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Abstract

One of the major economic problems in Thailand is high rate
of under/unemployment. As a result, a vast number of unemployed
labourers have gone to seek employment abroad, éspecially in the Middle
East countries. Since 1965, the number of Thai labourers working
overseas has grow rapidly. Overseas employment has not only helped to
alleviate the problem of unemployment at hoﬁe but has alsc become an
important source of income earning for Thailand. The study was aimed
at studying household consumption expenditure patterns of Thai labourers
returning from abroad. It was also aimed at studying the employment

prospect of these labourers after their return to Thailand.

The Northeastern region of Thailand was chosen as the area of
study. Data were collected from 100 households in Amphoe Ban Fang and
Amphoe Kumphawapi, Changwat Khon Kaen and Changwat Udon Thani

respectively. In the study consumption expenditures were classified



into three categories. First, economic classification was used to
classify consumption expenditures irnto those gpent on consumer goods

and those spent on capital goods. Secondly, consumption expenditures
were classified into those spent on necessities and those spent on
luxuries. Thirdly, consumption expenditureg were classified according
to the nature of commodities consumed, i.e, into those expended on
durables and those expgnded on non-durables and on services. Eétimation
- of perceritage values and proportional estimates as well as simple

regression analysis were used for the analysis of data.

From the study, it was found that the average household income
of Thai labourers returning from abroad was 102,798 baht, and an average
of 8.5 per cent of this amount was spent as debt payments. The rest was
disposable income which was saved and spent on consumption. Average
amount of savings per household was estimated to be 13,870 baht while
average amount of consumption per_household was 80,050 baht, or 14.9

per cent and 85.1 percent of total disposable income respectively.

For the three consumption classification identified above, it
was found that on the average households in the sample spent less
expenditures on consumer goods than on capital goods. They also spent
less on luxuries than on necessities. And lastly they spent most of
their disposable income on durable goods, less on non-durables, and

least on services.

With respect to employment prospect of those labourers
returning from abroad, it was found that the majority of them did have

some kind of employment waiting for them at home. Their employment was



mainly agricultural in the rural areas. For those who had problems of
finding employment, it was mainly because they would like to return to
work overseas again. Those who actually had difficulty in finding

employment at home were very few.

From the results of the study, it may be concluded that the
consumption patterns of Thai labourers returning from working abroad
should have favourable contribution to future production and consumption.
Most of these labourers were not faced with employment problem after
their return home. Policy implication of this study is that government

-policy with regard to foreign employment shéuld be shaped and implemented

in such a way that more labour is encouraged to seek employment overseas,



