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Abstract

This study “the Creation of a Defensive Protection System for Thai Local
Traditional Knowledge” aims to propose a defensive protection model for Thai local
traditional knowledge. The model is able to provide local communities self
management and protection from the misuse and the misleading or loss of the
community’s traditional knowledge.

The research follows a design-based approach which driven by the desire to
increase the practical relevance of research. The design-based approach was
conducted for solving some specific problems on a case of the Mea-hiya community
which can be generalized to classes of similar problems in similar contexts in
endanger of local traditional knowledge. Knowledge Management, intellectual
capital and risk management are theoretical backgrounds which adapted and
composed into an eight steps process method. This process has been investigated in
the Mea-hiya community systematically. Systems Thinking approach is applied to
manage the Mea-hiya traditional knowledge in a holistic manner to understand its
complex situations and interrelationships. The NSDS, UNESCO and WIPO
frameworks are complied in order to be used as a guideline to develop a defensive
protection system for managing and protecting local traditional knowledge.

The study reveals that the local traditional knowledge should be managed,
supervised and cared for by specifically-assigned community bodies with specific
knowledge and expertise. The community’s stakeholders have proposed five
strategies, ten KSFs, thirty indicators, a risk monitor index and a plan for risk
management which were significant elements to conserve, promote and protect
invaluable intangible cultural heritage. Thus, the eight process model is systematic
and pragmatic.

The research found that the Mea-hiya traditional knowledge capital consists of
structural capital, relational capital and human capital. Customer capital has been
excluded due to the unique characteristics. The Mea-hiyas prefer to conserve their
traditional knowledge rather than to commercialize it as a product. The direction of
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Mea-hiya community is ten to focus majorly on structural capital. The relational
capital and human capital are nearly equal in focus.

The research demonstrated that the Mea-hiya community traditional
knowledge management follows NSDS, UNESCO and WIPO frameworks effectively.
The system thinking of managing traditional knowledge consists of six systems
including TK inventories creating system, transmitting systems, participating system,
supporting system, disseminating system, and monitoring system.

The outcome of this research is a defensive protection system for traditional
knowledge of a local community. This knowledge is not only be an academic value,
but also appropriate and relevant enough to improve the community’s effectiveness in
conservation of traditional knowledge. It means the process complies with academic
rigor and practical relevance.

Therefore, the research delivers a defensive protection system which consists
of the eight steps process and the six sub-systems

The research develops the eight steps process which is actionable and
quantifiable to manage and protect a local community traditional knowledge. The
process consists of stepl) Stakeholder analysis, step 2) Strategies formulation, step 3)
Key success factors verification, step 4) Indicators selection, step 5) Risk analysis)
step 6) Risk prioritization and indicator consolidation, step 7) Surveillance function
and step 8) Contingency planning.

The defensive protection system for local traditional knowledge which consists
of six sub-systems including 1) the TK inventory creation system, 2) the transmission
system, 3) the supporting system, 4) the participation system, 5) the public relation
system and 6) the surveillance function system.

The defensive system eventually requires strong participation from all relevant
sectors to exchange knowledge and experiences which is a significant element to
conserve, promote and protect invaluable intangible cultural heritage. The system also
complies with the objectives of the Thailand National Sustainable Development,
UNESCO and WIPO, thus making this system standard, practical and sustainable.



