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sbstract

This study has two objegtives:

1. To investigate behavior with regard to buying
disposable needles and disposable syringes of hospital executives
in the upper northern provinces.

2. To study trends in the use of disposable needles and
disposable syringes at hospitals in the upper northern provinces.

In this study twenty-nine executives from hospitals with
more than thirty beds in the wupper northern provinces were
selected according to specific criteria as samples.

The data were collected from questionnaires which asked
questions' about general information, behavior with regard to
buying disposable needles and disposable syringes and trendency
to used them. The questionnaires were also used when interviewing
a sample group.

The data were analysed by a micro computer usihg the



‘SPSS/PC+ program. Statistics were analysed according to
percentage, mean score and chi-sgaure test.

The analytical conclusion is as follows:

Most hospital executives are from twenty-one government
hospitals and eight private hospitals. Twenty—six hospital
executives have had medical education. Most hospitals had less
than two hundred beds.

It Gas found that hospital directors and nurses were
the one who made decisions with regard to the buying process,
buying procedures, where to buy, quantity and frequency of
purchase, brandname selection as well as services ' required.
According to this study, a negotiated-contract buying procedure
was used and goods were usually bought from agents of direct
distributors. As for the quantity and‘frequenéy of purchase, it
was found that government hospitals bought a quantity which
lasted two to three months while private hospitals bought a
quantity which lasted one month. Good-quality brandnames were
selected. Fast delivery of goods was required.

With regard to factors influencing the buying decision,
this study shdwéd that the intrinsic factor, which concerns needs
of users such as doctors, nurses, and other personnel who take
care of patients, has significant influence. However, the
extrinsic factors, namely nearby hospitals and public health
offices, has no influence on the buying process.

There is a trend towards increasing use of disposable
needles and disposable syringes. The increase in the use of
needles is from 53.5 percent in 1990 to 77.2 percent in 1992. 1t
is predicted that this will iﬁcrease further up to 89.3 percent
in 1994. In addition, the wuse of disposable syringes has
increased from 3.7 percent in 1980 to 45.7 percent in 1992 and
it is predicted that it will increase to 60.0 percent in 1994.



