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Abstract

The aim of this research is to explore the relationship between ‘female-feminie-private
space-home’ and ‘female-feminine-public space-dormitory’ because, as far as feminist arguments
go against the dichotomy between man and woman, there are varieties and complex within the
realm of female-feminine itself. Therefore, the need is to expand the body of knowledge of the
relationship between ‘gender’ and ‘space’, in particular when the occupied position and space
have changed. Female Public Dormitories of Chiang Mai University have been selected as the
case study. The object of this research is to 1) explore the relationship between female and female
identity manifested in the public realm 2) explore the space of dormitory regarded as the
condition from which female identity has been changed and reconstructed 3) search for a design

suggestion of female public dormitory.

This research is conducted by using a qualitative method consisting of an in-depth
interview for 16 female students of Chiang Mai University including both main and mutual
participants, combined with total observing, memorizing, drawing, sketching, and photographing.
All combined method is aimed to establish the relation with the main participant in order to get
into the personal level of information. Spaces in dormitory and at home of five main participants
have been visited and explored focusing on three points: constitution of representation, activities
in the space, personal belonging objects, which help unveiling the process of altering an identity

in relation to space, that is to say to define private boundary and to connect to public sphere.

The result shows that although the occupying space has changed from private house to

public dormitory the representation of the self still remains. For the activities, there is a similarity



of what the participants have done at home, such as cooking and nursing activities from their pre-
dormitory life has also been found in the dormitory setting. For personal belonging objects, some
participants choose a preferred color of the object in order to signify their territory. For design
suggestions: it should have the selecting process for the member of the room, the furniture should
be flexible enough allowing people to adjust them according to their needs, and the university
should prepare various types of rooms or spatial arrangements for supporting ways of expressing

and performing student public identities.



