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ABSTRACT

The study finds out the relationship between architectural characteristics of
Shan monasteries in Northern Thailand and Southern Shan State of Myanmar by
focusing on their transformations and variations within a period of time in two
different regions.

The Shan monasteries in Northern Thailand became popular around late 19"
to early 20" centuries together with influx Shan migration and teak trade booming in
which the main stream flowed through 19™ century Southern Shan principal states of
Myanmar. Because of the lacking of analytical study on the architectural
characteristics of Shan monasteries, the identification of Shan monasteries in
Northern Thailand is always incomplete.

The objectives of the study are: 1) to clarify and broaden the existing
knowledge on the architectural characteristics of Shan monasteries in Northern
Thailand by comparing with those of Southern Shan State, Myanmar, 2) to find out
the relationship between spatial planning of Shan monasteries in Northern Thailand
and those of Southern Shan State of Myanmar by focusing on their transformations
and variations due to trading and migration, 3) to provide an explicit document and
report on Shan monasteries from Northern Thailand and Southern Shan State of
Myanmar for further studies and applications
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The anthropological approach, architectural approach and diffusionist
approach in the study of vernacular architecture were chosen to assist in identifying
and classifying the Shan monasteries and their relationships associated with it at
different regions.

Field survey method is used to collect the data from ten samples of each
country. The period of the study is during 1830 to 1930. In Northern Thailand, the
study area is in Mae Hong Son, Khun Yuam, Lampang, Phrae and Chiang Kham. In
Southern Shan State Myanmar, the study area is in Nyaung Shwe Township. A
comparative analysis between the architectural characteristics of the Shan
Monasteries between Southern Shan State and Northern Thailand is carried out
through their site, main monastery building planning, roof forms and detail
decorations.

It is found that Shan monastery compounds adapted the local traditions and
regulations of the host country. The space utilizations and orientation of the Main
Monastery Building has no big differences but the additional structures varied
according to the need of local custom and tradition. Variations in primary planning
associated with topographical changes and regional changes. The roof forms of
Southern Shan State samples follow the traditional hierarchical order whereas those in
Northern Thailand samples varied and revealed the sophisticated roof combinations
supposed to be influenced from Lower Myanmar. Gold and red lacquer is the
principal means of decoration in Southern Shan State samples while Northern
Thailand samples used gold, lacquer and glass mosaic decoration which was once
restricted for commoners by Myanmar sumptuary law.

The findings illustrate that although the Shan monasteries transformed and
varied to meet the increasing spatial needs and to adapt the new developments in
appearance, the principal spatial arrangement is maintained.

Since Shan State composed of two more major divisions other than Shan
State, the architectural characteristics expressed in this research represent regional
identity rather than ethnic identity.

The extensive researches on Shan monasteries in broader Shan area and

associated regions such as Lower Myanmar are recommended for further studies.
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Suggestions to be considered in the conservation of the old monasteries are also

recommended.
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