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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to understand 1) the social and economic conditions of organic Jasmine
Rice farmers, 2) the factors affecting farmers’ organic Jasmine rice production that passed organic
standards, and 3) problems and suggestions concerning organic Jasmine rice production from the
perspectives of the growers. The analysis was based on descriptive statistics and results of logistic
regression analysis to establish the relationship between various explanatory variables and the
farmers’ success or failure to be granted the certificate for organic agriculture standard. Data and
information were compiled from 200 samples of organic Jasmine rice growers who had filed for
organic agriculture certification. Specifically, the samples could be distinguished into two groups,
100 each for the cases of success and failure.

From the inspection on general background, the majority of samples in both groups
appeared to be characterized as male, 48 year-old on the average, with primary school education,
having 5 family members on the average and 3 out of which were farm laborers and having his
own farm land. By separation into two groups, the study found that farmers who were granted
certificate had larger organic Jasmine rice growing area compared to those otherwise, 21 rai vs.
14 rai on the average. Farmers with organic agriculture certificates could sell their rice at
averagely 15.87 baht/kg. while those without could do on the average at 14.78 baht/kg., making
the difference in the levels of income above cash costs specifically 4,828.19 baht/rai compared to

3,183.52 baht/rai. Furthermore, the study found that farmers who received certification had



relatively greater experience in growing organic Jasmine rice while they had fewer frequencies
meeting the organic Jasmine rice production extension workers (7 years vs. 3 years, 0.38 time vs.
0.62 time). In addition, 70% of those farmers who failed to receive certification for 2010/2011
crop year had not ever been granted organic agriculture certificates for their organic rice
production before. The two groups of sampled farmers also exhibited the different levels of
knowledge and understanding as well as the practice in organic agriculture. Those farmers with
certificates apparently had relatively greater knowledge and understanding, as well as adhered
relatively better to the procedures required concerning organic Jasmine rice production.

The application of logistic regression analysis yielded the results on the determinants of
success or failure in being granted certificate at (p < 0.06) statistically significant level. The
factors associated positively with the success in getting certification were the level of knowledge
and understanding about organic Jasmine rice production standards, the adherence to the cultural
practices necessary for organic farming, the experience in organic rice production, and the
frequency in attending relevant training. Meanwhile, the more the frequencies the farmers
consulting the extension workers about organic Jasmine rice growing the lesser the likelihood
their getting certification. This finding at (p < 0.01) statistically significant level about the
negative relationship could be explained by the fact that those farmers who failed to obtain
certification this crop year had neither obtained one in previous years and thus they had to consult
the extension workers more often. On the efficiency of logit model application to the present set
of data, this study found the model provided 88% predictive accuracy.

On problems and suggestions, farmers in both groups reported their common problems in
terms of inadequate water supply for rice farming, irregular rainfall, depressed rice prices, buying
price volatility, and shortage of investment capital for growing organic Jasmine rice. Finally, they
suggested that there exist agencies to provide support and promote seriously and concretely
organic Jasmine rice cultivation, that medium to large-sized water sources be established or
provided for organic Jasmine rice farming, and marketing support measures be considered in

terms of market outlets and output prices.



