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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate: 1) farmers’ decision making in selecting
growing crops on highland, 2) factors affecting farmers’ decision in selecting growing crops and
3) problems encountered by farmers in selecting growing crops on highland.

Respondents in this study were from households of Khun Wang Royal Project consisting
of 115 households including 84 Hmong at Ban Khun Wang and 31 Karens Ban Pong Noi. Data
Collection obtained by interviewing each of household head or representatives. Key informants
were done by depth interview and observation. Data were analised by using percentage an
arithmetic mean and factors affecting in decision of farmers by using point score analysis.

From research findings, it was found that there were two periods of change of
farmers’decision in selecting growing crops on highland. The first period before 1982, the problem
of inaccessibility to the area, people were living on traditional agriculture mainly on shifting
cultivation. The second period which is after 1985, when Khun Wang Royal Project was settle
down, various cash crops were introduced to the hilltribes such as vegetables, flowers and

temperate fruits substituting for growing opium. The accessibility to the area was better because



many roads were built to connect with the outside, these reasons forced the people to change their
ways of living and cropping systems.

Concerning to farmers’decision making in selecting growing crops, it was found that
Hmong selected flowers but Karen chose vegetables as cash crops due to the availability of family
labour. Market is the most important factor given by Hmong and Karen, the others were operating
capital, profit, nurseries and equipments as well as the Royal Project policy respectively. The others
two important on social and physical factors, both Hmong and Karen had agreed on the
environmental conservation, growing crops according to sustainable agriculture and Hmong also
chose growing cash crops with suitable temperature but Karen chose availability of water.

The analysis of the important pair-variables (factors) using correlation, the results showed
that some pair-variables such as market and permanent income, market and farmers’satisfaction,
farmers’satisfaction and crop’s selection, suitable temperature and farmers’satisfaction, suitable
temperature and environmental conservation. All of these pair-variables were highly correlated.

Problems encountered in growing vegetables, temperate flowers and fruit-trees by farmers

were mostly an unpredictable market price as well as higher cost of production.



