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Abstract

The objectives of the research entitled “Way of Rice Production for Self-reliance at
Household and Community Levels, Ban Nongkham Pattana, Wangluang Sub-district, Selaphum
District, Roi Et Province” were to 1) study the way of rice production in Ban Nongkham Pattana
community since the past till present, 2) study production patterns that lead to rice production's
self-reliance, and 3) study learning process on the community way of rice production that will
lead to production's self-reliance at household and community levels with 10 local researcher as
primary target group and 64 families of farmers in Ban Nongkham Patatana community as
secondary target group. Participatory Action Research (PAR) was applied as the research
methodology.

The result of this research found that way of rice production in Ban Nongkham Patatana
can be classified into 3 periods, namely 1) self-reliance period, 1947-1961, depended on local
available of resources and production factors using local wisdoms; 2) produce and consume

period, 1962-1981, which based on purchasing of production factors together with using



traditional wisdom; and 3) investment period, 1982-present, is the period that production needed
high investment and depended on outside production factors including selling.

The development of learning process which increases their self-reliance found to be 1)
collecting data on overall expenses and analyzing each item which helps their realization of high
production cost, 2) compare their way of production with the successful groups by using
information from dialogues, technical know-how sharing and study visits, 3) producing and using
organic fertilizer at both household and group levels, that could enhance reliability on chemical
fertilizer substitution technique, and 4) monitoring and supporting through field visits in group
and informal discussions which increase their confidence towards self-reliance.

This learning process contributed to change in farmer’s attitude towards rice production
which led to self-reliance way in reducing production cost, as follow: 1) reduce labor expense by
recovery of labor sharing tradition in all levels, 2) reduce chemical fertilizer cost by using organic
fertilizer made from materials available in the village both household and community levels, and
3) increase the utilization of rice field by fruits and vegetables planting, and 4) using vegetable

seed both existing variety and reviving and conserving local variety.



