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Abstract

The study aimed at investigating the following issues: 1) social and economic general
profiles of agriculturists having practiced the New Theory of Agriculture and those having not; 2)
attitudes of those agriculturists toward the New Theory of Agriculture; 3) factors relating the
decision making of the agriculturists having practiced the New Theory of Agriculture.

The sample group of the study were 150 Chiang Mai agriculturists who attended the
Project of New Theory of Agriculture Practice; 100 of them were those who have decided to
practice the New Theory of Agriculture while the other 50 agriculturists have not. A set of
questionnaire was used as a tool for data collection; the data derived was then analyzed with
software program for social study and presented in forms of percentage, means, medians, max—
min values, standard deviation as well as the analysis of Logistic Regression.

The results showed that most of the agriculturists were male with the age average of
56.71. They finished primary school and mainly conduct agricultural practice for a living upon
the average plot of land of 15.36 Rais. The number of family member was averaged with 3.97;

1.95 of them were agricultural workers. The average income per annum and the average debt



were 89.811.33 and 221,220.00 respectively. They were all well acknowledged of the theory.
Growing rice was solely practiced. They had attended the New Theory of Agriculture practice
workshops and fieldtrips with the averages of 4.87 and 4.01 times respectively.

In general, the agriculturists have limitedly been informed of the information regarding
the New Theory of Agriculture from different sources; however, some prime sources of
information they have accessed most were TV. They were well acknowledged of the New
Theory of Agriculture; their attitude over the issue was quoted at fair level. Their problem over
the issue was quoted at median level.

According to the analysis of Logistic Regression, 7 factors significantly relating the
decision making over the substitution of monocropping practice with New Theory of Agriculture
practice were as followed: 1) the number of family members; 2) the number of agricultural labor
in the family; 3) the total income of the family; 4) the plain area for agricultural practice; 5) the
information of New Theory of Agriculture accessed; 6) performance records on knowledge of
New Theory of Agriculture; and 7) attitudes toward the practice of New Theory of Agriculture.
All of the entire factors showed positive correlation with the decision making upon the
substitution of monocropping practice with the New Theory of Agriculture. However, there was
one negative factor — the number of family members. The decision on replacing the
monocropping practice with the New Theory of Agriculture practice would be made on
conditions that there were more of the followings in the family: the number of agricultural labor;
incomes; information regarding the New Theory of Agriculture; plains for agricultural practice;
comprehension on the New Theory of Agriculture, and attitude toward the practice of New
Theory of Agriculture. Besides, the more household would cause the decision on substitution of

monocropping practice with the New Theory of Agriculture practice less.



