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Abstract

The objectives of this research are: 1) to study characteristics of group-activities
participation of members of community enterprises production and processing
agricultural products in Lampang province; 2) to study the relationship between
personal characteristics, economic, social and psychological factors and the
participation of members of community enterprises in group-activities concerning with
production and processing agricultural products; and 3) to study operation problems of
the community enterprises, as well as suggestions from the members. |

310 members of community enterprises production and processing agricultural
products in Lampang province were the samples of this study. Interviewing with
questionnaire was used as a research tool for collecting data. The collected data were
analyzed in accordance with descriptive statistics including Percentage, Mean,
Maximum- Minimum, Standard Deviation and Stepwise Multiple Regression.

Results of the study showed that the majority of community enterprises’
members are female with an average age of 51.17 years. Most of them finished grade 4
of a primary school, and they do not have any social positions. The members’ families
have an average income of 58,058.77 per year, an average household labor of 3.22
persons, and an average farmland of 6.97 Rai. On average, they attended training, 5.07
times per year. The research results also reveal that members of community enterprises
were not sure whether they need honors and fames. They do not agree with the idea that
they joined the activities because they need friends. Their attitude toward the groups’
leaders and committees is good.
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The study investigated participation of the community enterprises’ members of
the community found that: Participation in planning, Participation in operation were
medium level and Participation in benefit sharing, Participation in assessment were high
level. - '

The results of hypothesis tests show that the overall participation of community
enterprises’ members related to statistic significance showing the need of honors and
fames; the need of friends; attitude towards leaders and committees of the groups; and,
total income of member. The test results can be presented as follows; 1) Participation in
planning related to statistic significance showing the need of honors and fames; the need
of friends; attitude towards leaders and committee of the groups; and social positions; 2)
Participation in operation related to statistic significance showing the need of honors
and fames; the need of friends; and, total income of member; 3) Participation in benefit
sharing related to statistic significance showing the need of honors and fames; attitude
towards leaders and committees of the groups; total income of member; education, age
and numbers of household labor; 4) Participation in assessment related to statistic
significance showing the need of honors and fames, and numbers of household labor.

The operation problems of community enterprises include the lack of working
capital, the increasing of production costs, the rising price of machines and tools, the
lack of production and processing knowledge, and most of the members are clderly. The
members of community enterprises suggested that the government should support their
groups with working capital; lessons and training on marketing, production
management and food processing. The trainings should be conducted by experts and
business-experienced people. In addition, there should be a promotion for encouraging
more youths to participate in the group’s activities.



