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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were studied factors affecting good agricultural practice
of longan farmers in Lamphun Province and the relationship between their personal factor, socio-
economic factor, problem and recommendation to longan farmers at Lamphun province.

The sample consisted of 184 farmers who had requested for the certification of longan’s
good agricultural practice in 4 districts and 1 subdistrict, Muang district; Pasang distric; Maetha
district; Banhong district; and Viangnongrong subdistrict, of Lamphun Province. The instruments
used for data collection, were interview and questionaires. The data was analyzed through the
application of statistics, average; maximum; minimum; standard deviation; Stepwise multiple
regression analysis; and Pearson product moment correlation coefficient.

The results revealed that most farmers were male (65.8%), average age of 47.9 years old
with 4" grade education background and about 16.0 years experiences in planting longan. Their
average income from longan productions were about 78,184.8 Baht/year with the average
planting areas of 9.2 rais and labor using average 8.1 men/plantation. Most of the farmers had
received news via radio and participated in GAP seminar average 1.7 times, and contacted with
the GAP officer from Department of Agriculture at the average 2.4 times. It was also found that

58.2 % of farmers had never been as a social leader. Their knowledge was classified as the low



level in good agricultural practice for longan especially about the requirement of the minimum
planting area (not less than 3 rais), and must had a clearly background not less than 3 years.Their
positive attitude for GAP was ranked at medium and high level.

Concerning basic practice according to good agricultural practice for longan farmers
were found that 89.7% of farmers had planting areas which were not nearby industrial area,
garbage area or risk area. About 68.4% of farmers who had planting area near industrial area,
garbage area or risk area did not send the soil sample for plant nutritional and heavy metals tested.
However, 100% of farmers who sent the soil sample for the tests collected the soil test results as
their evidences. The result of source of water supply was 82.1% of farmers used underground
water as the source of water supply and the quality of water was not tested in terms of chemicals
residuals and minerals. It was found that 96.7% of farmers separated chemical storage areas from
residential areas, cooking areas, and the source of water or water way. For the equipments for
preventing accident showed that 53.8% of farmers used clean water in preventing accident and
72.3% of farmers used potassium chlorate in limited amount. The important data and other
documents for planting were found 84.2% of farmers recording important data and other
document as evidences.

Concerning practice according to good agricultural practice for longan farmers, it was
found that most of farmers practiced according to such managing system at the good level and
found from hypothesis testing by stepwise multiple regression analysis that participating and
connecting between farmers and the officers were significant related to good agricultural practice
for longan farmers.

It was found that the farmers did not believe that such GAP system could developed
quality of longan. The recommendation document for GAP from Department of Agriculture was
too complicated, and made confusing and still be an incomplete document in some parts. From
this research, it suggested that farmers shall follow-up the results from GAP seminars which
could prepare them to understand the GAP recommendation document. In addition, the agro-

chemical stores also should concern about the GAP and be supervised by GAP specialists.
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