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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study personal characteristics and socio -
economic factors affecting farmer ’s fish culture practices and to investigate problems, obstacles
and recommendations of farmers in Prao, San Sai and Doi Saket Districts of Chiang Mai
Province.

Population used in this study were 132 farmer ’s fish culture participating Fish Raising
Occupation Development Project in 2003 who had been trained on aquaculture course under the
responsibility of District Fish Culture Office in 3 Districts, namely Prao, San Sai and Doi Saket
Districts. Data was collected by the use of questionnaires. Statistical techniques used were
percentage frequency, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, maximum and minimum, t-test, F-
test, and Multiple Regression Analysis.

From research findings, it was found that most farmers were male with average age of
49.73 years old and finished primary education (Primary 4). Their average farm in come was
25,541.67 Baht per year. They had fish culture experience for 3.46 years. Most farmers invested
digging ponds by themselves and the rest from the assistance of government and others. The

distance from home to fish ponds averaged 873.39 meters. The dead fingering averaged 25.64



percent. Farmers consumed fish meat averaged 8.93 times per month. They used to contact with
fishery officials 1.8 times, with neighbour 5.94 times and with mass media 3.60 times per years.
Farmers had fish culture knowledge, attitude at optimum levels and practices at maximum levels.

Fish culture practices between male and female farmers were not different while those of
farmers who invested digging fish ponds by themselves and from the assistance of government
and others were significantly different at 0.05 level by farmers who invested digging fish ponds
by themselves had better practices than those from the assistance of government and others.

From hypothesis testing, it was found that the appropriate fish culture practices depended
on 3 factors, namely, fish culture area, the number of raising fish and mass media contact.
Meaning that farmers who had larger fish culture areas, farmers who had more raising fish while
farmers who had more mass media contact all of then were good practices as weil.

As regards to farmers’ problems and obstacles it was found that the most violent
problems were lack of fund and inadequate number of fishery officials. The optimum violent
problems were lack of new information on fish culture, low quality of fish varieties, lack of fish
culture areas for extension and low yield while the least violent problems was thief .

Recommendations from researcher in this study were that farmers should raise fish
enough for houschold consumption first and then developed into professional one. Appropriate
fertilizing green manure into fish pond in order to create natural feed should be emphasized.
Self — sufficient fish culture generally needed no additional feed. Cheap and locally available
additional feed can solve the problem of lack of fund. Besides, additional information on fish

culture through various media should be promoted.



