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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study socio-economic benefits of Japanese eggplant
farmers in Sukhothai province as well as to identify their problems and obstacles.

Data was desired from secondary sources, focus group and interview farmers who grow
Japanese eggplant under the private sector in the two districts, namely, Sawankaloke and
Kongkrailach, in Sukhothai province. The sample totalled 160 farmers were from Simple
Random Sampling; bring 25 percent of farmers participating with the project. Data analysis was
done through Social Package for the Social Science (SPSSPC+). Statistical techniques used were
percentage, maximum, minimum, arithmetic mean and standard deviation.

Economic benefits of contract farmers particibating with the project were the contract
system directly from the company without brokers. The farmers would be supplied by seedlings,
chemical fertilizers and pesticide from the company but some mput costs, e. g. land preparation,
sticks, etc, had to be supported by farmers themselves. This extension method was very usefiul

for farmers who lacked of capital enabling to reduce risk on product’s price and marketing.
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Under price guarantee program of the company. From research findings, it was found that
farmers average income was 12,868 Baht per rai with average production cost 17,207 Baht per rai
leading to better living of farmers.

As for social benefit, participating farmers will be selected through the following criteria,
topography, water source, responsibility, diligence and previous experiences. The farmers will be
advised continuously from extension agents. Most farmers were satisfied with extension agents
because they enable to gain more knowledge and to reduce unemployment.

Most problems and obstacles found under contract farming were pest and diseases, lack of
technology, uncontrollable standardization and quality of products. Frequent extension contact
helped reduce risk of farmers and they intended to participate this project as possible alternative
monthly income.

It is suggested that the company should improve effective and rapid extension method and

farmers should follow extension advice to reduce the prablems and obstacles.



