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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1o investigate economic and social
characteristics of member and non-member, of Saraphi Agricutural Co-operative Ltd.,
Chiang Mai Province in order to compare the difference of those characteristics
between them as well as to explore the causes of the membership and non-member.

The population studied was 230 farmers in Saraphi District, consisting of 115
members and 115 non-members. Selected by mulii-stage Sampling technique. Data
were collected by personal interview with questionnaire and then analysed by using
percentage, mean, standard deviation and t-test to analyse the differences between
those two groups.

The research resuit showed that the economic characteristics in terms of fand
ownership and farm machinery of those aqumps were significantly different. While

social characteristics in terms of age, receiving of agricultural in formation and



The reason of becoming members were the benefits gained from the co-operatives
especially credit. The reason of the non-member group included being member of other financial
organization and nobody gave advice.

It was recommended that agricultural co-operative should persuade the small farmers to
apply for the membership of co-operative by improving better information diffusion system and
provide them with agricultural credit, agricultural product market and public welfare system as

much as needed.



