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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study cultivation and use of popular local medicinal
plants by farmers and the relationship between personal characteristics, socio-economic factors and
cultivation and use of popular medicinal plants by farmers, and to explore problems and obstacles
of farmers.

Populations studied were 138 farmers from Mae Taeng District, Chiang Mai Province. The
instrumental used for data collection was questionnaires. The statistical used were percentage, mean,
maximum, minimum, standard deviation and chi-square test investigate the relationship between
independent variables and dependent variable.

From research findings, it was found that the uses of popular medicinal plants by farmers
were garlic, wild ginger, ginger and galanga. The most cultivation medicinal plants were lemon
grass, galanga and turmeric. Lemon grass was usefully for farmers and the others were. galanga, lime
and chilli. This study showed that the most farmers were female with the av:arage age of 47.9 years
old with 4 family members. Most of them finished primary education (Prathom 6), They had lived in

this village for 37.1 years with the average income of 28,029.40 Baht per annum, The average income



from selling medicinal plants were 3,471 Baht per annum. Most information of resources on
medicinal plants issues were mainly from farmers’ relatives, mass media, local wire (radio),
newspapers and government officers. Farmers® knowledge and understanding on cultivation and
use of medicinal plants signified to be at good level.

From hypothesis testing it was indicated that only age of farmers was related to the
cultivation and the use of medicinal plants. The elder farmers were cultivated and used medicinal
plants more than the younger ones. The farmers who eamed their income from selling medicinal
plants were used medicinal plants more than the ones who did not eam their income from
medicinal plants.

Problems and obstacles on the cultivation and the use of medicinal plants were the lack of
provision of herbal information which should be strongly supported by government agency
especially on seeds and market shared strategy issues. It was recommended that the government
should provide more knowledge on traditional medicinal plants to farmers for promoting the use

of medicinal plants in community.



