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Abstract

The objectives of ﬂ:liS research were to study the patterns of land use and management
of the farmers in the forest area, to investigate the environmental potentials and conditions
(soil, water, forest, diseases, insects) as well as to evaluate forest land use sustainability of the
farmers.

The samples used in this research were 103 farmers who occupy forest area in  San
Khamphaeng district, Chiang Mai province using simple random sampling technique. Data was
collected by the use of questionnaires and analysed by Statistical Package for Social Science
(SPSSfPC+) programme,

Form research findings, it indicated that the average age of accupiers 'was 45 years,
most of them were married and completed primary education. They had land holding of 1.26
rais, their average farm income was below 30,000 bahts per year and non—farm income was
about_ 30,000 bahts. |

It was found that there were many patterns of land use in the same area. Most
plantation was fruit trees. Most production was derived from cash and hoticultural crops which
were integrated farmings, Since fruit trees were being planted,their products were not yet seen.
Land use was also not fully intensified. The fanﬁcrs did not invest for the land because they

had not received title deeds from the government yet.



As regards environmental potentials and conditions (soil, water, forest, diseases,
insects), it was found that the potential ofusoil for cultivation was low to moderate. There were
problems of epidemic diseases and insects, sudden ﬂoo:d, slight soil, water and air pollution.
The farmers were not successful to solve these problems completely. The fertility of the forest
around the land of the farmers was at the medium level.

About the assessment of land use sustainability of the farmers in the forest area, it was
found that the stability of production in the last 5 years was high. The productivity was
constant. The forest officers agreed with the condition of planting forest trees in the land
occupation at least 15%. They would like the farmers to conduct Agroforestry. Anyhow, they
were not certain with the government policy of land usc sustainalility management of farmers
in the forest area.

The most important problem of !and use in the forest area was farmers’ problem,
which they expected to receive title deeds for the land occupation. The forest officers were not

certain in land use and management in the forest area.



