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ABSTRACT

The study aimed at investigating Potato Production Promotion under Contract
farming in Pob-Phra district of Tak province, problems and obstacles of farmers as well as the

private company under contract farming approach.

The data derived from interviewing of 160 potato growers, randomly sampled at
Pob-Phra district of Tak province who were supported with the extension from the private sector.
The samples were proportionately 10 percent of the agriculthrists that participated in the project.
The data derived from the interview was then analyzed through SPSS PC+. Statistical use were

percentage, means and standard deviation .

The results showed that the average age of the growers was 26-35 years (43.7%).
They had less than S rai of land for cultivation (52%). The breed brought in under the extension
program was Atlantic. They used 100-200 kilograms of potato for cultivation per rai using the
planting space of 50 x 25-35 centimeters. Annually, they grew potato 1-3 times (96.9%). They
earned 40,000-180,000 bath from potato.

Direct extension programmé was mostly operated by the private sectors dealing

with potato cultivation. Only a small number of the companies operated the extension programme



(%)

Through their representatives or the grower groups. potato seeds, chemical fertilizers and
pesticides were provides by the company. The growers were selected by the company’s extension
officers based on the criteria of planting site and qualification of the grows. The extension officers
were assigned for farm visits as well as technical consulting,

Most growers corfided in certain companies and preferred contract farming.
They obliged to follow the company’s regulations. The main constraints that the grows faced were
repeated planting fields, resulting in the problems of pests and diseases, lack of growing
technology and provided production facilities since the potato seed is the only facility provided by
the company. Other problems were the minimum price considered by the company, production
quality investigation, suitable potato tuber container and the visits paid by the extension officers.

Extension work should also be taken part by the public sectors alongside with

those from the companies, according to the results from the study.



