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Abstract

The study on Conservation and Utilization of Sugar Palm (4renga pinnata Merr.) as well
as marketing of dried sugar palm seeds (fuuk chit). was done at Namki Village, Pha Tong Sub-
district, Tha Wang Pha District in Nan Province. Namki Village had three sub-communities
namely northern Namki, central Namki, and southern Namki. This study applied a qualitative
research that employed both quantitative and qualitative analysis. Quantitative statistic analysis as
well as descriptive statistic analysis, and statistic methods such as frequency, arithmetic mean and

percentage were used to analyze demographic data of studied sample from 139 households.

Study findings indicated that all three sub-communities of Namki Village had different
sugar palm management models. The northern Namki had a conditional management model.
Individual farmer’s expertise was used in forming the management model. They had an internal
accountability system with primary purpose to protect the benefits of their own community. For
central Namki, a geographical forest area was designated for a household. Each household was
responsible for forest resources on their designated land. Although there was certain restrictions on

the utilization of forest resources, each household had freedom to make the best use of their



designated land. For southern Namki, the community had centralized management model. Farmers
participated in the utilization of sugar palm from picking sugar palm fruit through the final stage of
selling the dried fruit to merchants together. It was found in the study that the only utilization of
sugar palm was production of dried sugar palm fruit. The same finding was true for all three sub-
communities. Production of dried sugar palm fruit consisted of production methods as well as
procedure and marketing procedure. Dried sugar palim fruit was used for dessert or with ice cream

in a form of dried and sweetened fruit,

Furthermore, it was found in the study that the three management models had helped
increasing the number of sugar palm trees in the conservation forest, which in turn, maintained the
good forest condition in the area. Among then models, the management model of Central Numki
seemed to be better than the others. The different management models can be adapted and used to

manage sugar palm in other communities.





