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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to study the relationships between personal, economical
and social characteristics of Karen Hilltribe and their attitudes towards the conservation of forest
and wildlife as well as the needs in forest and wildlife conservation. The areas in this study
included Tambon Monjong, Amphur Omkoi, Tambon Muad Kaa, Amphur DoiTao, Chiang Mai
Province and Tambon BaanNa, Amphur Sam Ngao, Tak Province. The sample were randomly
selected by multi — stage sampling. There were 100 family’s leaders. The data was collected by
questionaire and analysed by frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation and Yule’s Q.

The result revealed as the following :

Most of the Karen Hilltribe family’s leaders were male and the average age was 38.8
years. There were about 4 — 6 people in most families. Most of them were uneducated and

~ illiterate but could speak Thai. Their average land holding was 7 rais. The main occupation was
rice farming using stream water while minor occupation was animal raising with an average
income of 8,044.10 Baht/year/family. They normally collected products from the forest such as

mushrooms, bamboo shoots and firewood. They contacted with the outside world less than once a



%

month and mostly received the message about the conservation of the forest and wildlife from the
government officers.

For the Karen Hilltribe’s attitude towards wildlife and forest resource conservation, they
agreed with it. (i = 2.54 ). They strongly agreed that the goral was the rare reserved wildlife
specie, so it should be protected to be existed with Ombkoi forest forever.

The hypothesis test showed that their attitnde towards wildlife and forest resource
conservation was related to the household income at a low level and related to age and the
number of household members at a moderate level but related to reéding ability, contact to the
outside world and receiving of the information about the conservation at a high level.

The problems related to forest and wildlife conservafion were forest fire in the dry
seasomn, thé deforestation for shifting agriculture above the headwaters, animal hunting for sale,
illegal wood cutting and the problems between the government officers and people who lived in
the wildlife sanctuary.

The need for forest and wildlife conservation included the guards to watch out the fire
and to make the fireline, sufficient land, wildlife conservation training, strict forest and wildlife
conservation law for the trespassers and participating in growing trees and wildlife conservation

project in order to rehabilitate the declined areas.



