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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research were to study the expectations of students having finished
the Agricultural Education Reform for Life Quality Project of Colleges of Agriculture and
Technology in the Upper North and to find out the relationships between some personal as well as
socio-economic factors and those expectations including their problems and suggestions. The
studied sample consisted of 261 third year students of the year 1999 of the above mentioned
project who were selected by Simple Random Sampling technique. The data collection was
carried out by means of questionnaires. Data was analyzed by the methods of descriptive statistics
emphasised on percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation and Chi-square test.

The findings showed that most of the students were male aged between 18 and 19 years
with more than two brothers or sisters. They lived with their parents before being the project’s
students. Most of them were Thai who lived in the country. Their parents’ education was
PathomSuksa 4 and worked as farmers with 2 farming labors. They had their own agricultural
land and could generate an income of not more than 2,500 Baht per month. These students had an
average grade between 2.01 — 2.75. They applied into this project by themselves. Their
expectations after graduation in term of futhering education was at a high level with the mean
score of 4,while their expectation in term of occupation was also at a high level with the mean

score of 3.5,



It was also found that number of off spring, average grade, expected job, and colleges
were significantly related to the students’ expectations in term of futhering education. While tribe,
expected job, farther’s occupation, number of farming labors and colleges were significantly
related to the students” expectations in term of occupation.

Problems and recommendations of the students were to improve the college building and
surrounded area, dormitory, welfare facilities and leaming activities as well as media.

Suggestion drawn from this research since the students’ expectation on furthering
education was higher than on looking for a job in order to get a position in a government
sector in the future. Futher more, their expected job were running then own business and
government official respectively. Only 24.5 percent intened to have their own farm.This result
indicated that student’s expectation was totally opposite of the project’s objective. Enhancing

student’s attitude towards agriculture occupation should be promoted.



