USE OF WILD PLANTS IN KAREN WOMEN’S

LIVELIHOOD SYSTEMS

PATCHARIN NAWICHAI

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO THE GRADUATE SCHOOL IN
PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF
MASTER OF SCIENCE (AGRICULTURE)

IN AGRICULTURAL SYSTEMS

GRADUATE SCHOOL
CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY

OCTOBER 1999



USE OF WILD PLANTS IN KAREN WOMEN’S

LIVELIHOOD SYSTEMS
PATCHARIN NAWICHAI

THIS THESIS HAS BEEN APPROVED
TO BE A PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE (AGRICULTURE)

IN AGRICULTURAL SYSTEMS

EXAMINING COMMITTEE

_ bllasign

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Benchaphun Ekasignh Chairman

Assoc. Prof. Benjavan Tongsiri Member

Lecturer Phrek Gypmantasiri Member

Mr. LF. Maxwell Member
10 October 1999

Copyright by the Graduate School, Chiang Mai University



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The author would like to express the appreciation and gratitude to the academic
adviser as well as the chairman of the thesis examining committee, Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Benchaphun Ekasignh, for her invaluable guidance and support of the graduate study.

The author would like to thank to the Thesis Examine Committee, Assolc. Prof.
Benchavan Tongsiri, lecturer Phrek Gypmantasiri, and Mr. J.F. Maxwell for their
constructive suggestions.

The author is grateful to the Ford Foundation and the Multiple Cropping' Center,
Chiang Mai University for a granting scholarship as well as the International Center for
Research in Agroforestry (ICRAF) and Dr. David Thomas the funding this research.

Special thanks is given to the Royal Project in Wat Chan and Wat Chan Highland
Agricultural Development Center for the population data and also for accommodation
during field work. Special appreciation is given to staff of the Agricultural System (AGS)
program and staff of Multiple Cropping Center which facilitated and equipped the tool
and materials during the study.

The acknowledgement also given to the Karen people of Wat Chan whose
kindness, and patience help answer many questions. The research would not be
successful without their participation. As well as Mr. Ho Dac Thai Hoang, shared his
ideas, co-operation, and participation in data collection.

Finally, high pleasure is due to her mother for all the love, encouragement, and
support throughout the study period.

Patcharin Nawichai



