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Abstract

The objectives of this sudy were to study monk’s participation in forest resource
conservation, to investigate the relationship between personal characteristics , including social
factor of monks and monk’s participation in forest resource conservation ., and finally, to
delineate problems, constraints , needs and suggestions in monk’s participation. The selected
area was Hot District, Chiang Mai Province. The respondents were 110 monks. Data were

collected by using questionnaires and were analyzed statistical by using percentage, mean

standard deviation and Chi-square test.

From the researéh, it was found that the respondents had an average age of 40.95 years
and had been ordained for an average of 7.21 years. Most monks had the educational level of
the fourth year at primary school (Pratomsuksa 4) , with the religious education level as

studying Nak-Tham-Tri and most of them were non-hierarchic monks in a monastery, with an

average
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members of temple about 8-9 . Their information sources were radio, television , newspaper
and official documents and they had never been contacted with forestry officers.

As regards monk’s attitude towards forest resource conservation. The monks had
the attitude with agreement ( an average of 2.81).The topic with most agreeable was
monks persuaded people to cooperate in forest conservation and the most of monks
also had the high level of knowledge about environmental conservation.

Monk’s participation towards the whole process of forest resource conservation
was low (an average of 2.27)It was found that the level of monk’s participation in
policy planning was low, while the level of participation in assessment, getting benefit
was high. It was also found that most of monks participated in getting financial support
for forest conservation activities.

As for hypothesis testing in order to investigate the relationship between
dependent variables and independent variable. It was indicated that attitude towards forest
resource conservation and connection with forestry officers were related to participation
of monks in community forest conservation significantly.

Lacking of connection with forestry officers, insufficient obtaining of information
and knowledge about forest conservation and lacking of governmental budget for forest
conservation activitics were monk’s problems and obstacles. These were included with the
problems caused by lacking of knowledge of local population. Thus, they did not
cooperate with monks in forest conservation. Suggestion was that the officers should to

clarify their works in forest conservation.



