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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the attitude of farmers at surrounding
villages of Huai Hong Khrai Royal Development Study Center towards conservation and
development of natural resources and to investigate the relationship between economic, social,
and psychological factors and their attitude.

Population in this study were farmers who lived in 10 surrounded villages of Huai Hong
Khrai Royal Development Study Center in Tambon Maepong. The sample of 139 persons were
selected by simple random sampling method from the total of 1,385. The data were collected by
the use of interviewed questionnaire and analyzed statistically by descriptive statistics and Chi-
square test.

The research findings showed that most of the samples had an average age of 42.70
year. Most of them finished primary school without any social status. An average household
income was 76,467.60 Baht per year while an average farm holding size was 5.70 rais.
Information gathering was from television and radio sources. They had knowledge and
understanding of conservation and development of natural resources at a high level, so as to their
activities. They had expected the benefit in return at a high level. Their aititude towards

conservation and development of natural resources was also at a high level.



Variables statistically significantly related to farmers’ attitude towards soil conservation
and development were land holding size, receiving of knowledge about conservation and
development of natural resources, and conducting the activities concerned. While social status
and total household income were significantly related to the attitude towards water resource
conservation. Furtﬁermore, total household income and receiving of knowledge about
conservation -and development of natural resources were related to the atiitude towards
conservation and deﬁelopment of natural resources significantly.

The problems of conservation and development of natural resources were soil
deterioration caused by un-improvement, wood degradation, insufficient supply of water for dry
season farming and forest fire,

Farmers’ need included improvement of soil, integrated farming system to conserve soil
and water, forest area marking, participation among villagers in forestry and water resource

conservation, and utilization of natural resources economically and sustainably.



