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ABSTRACT

Title : Factors Relating to Practices of Farming Families
in Community Development Activities in Ban Maejo,
Tambon Ban-Pao, Amphur Mae-Tang, Changwat Chiang Mai,
Thailand .

By ¢ Sorasak Chamnant.a;n

Degree : Master of Agricultural Technology (Agri_cult.u-ral
Extension) 7

Major Field : Agricultural Extension . <_7;‘-

Chairman, Thesis Advisory Board : %""AA’ ..... /./P—’h/

(As'soéiat.e Prof‘essor'Dr. Numchai Thanupon)

The objectives of this research were (1) to investigate
family, economic, and socio-psychological characteristics of farmers
in Ban Maejo, Taﬁbon Ban-Pao, Ampf]ur Mae-Tang, Changwat Chiangmais;
(2} to identify farming family pract.ices in community development
activities; and (3) to study the factors relating to such

activities of 101 families.

The results showed tha’c..most informants, were male married,
lived with spouses, and were 31-50 years old. Most. ef the
informants had a low level of education and had more than ope Job.
The average number of household members was 3 persons. | The number
of male and female members in most families were equal and tﬁe
families were in an expanding stage. Most of f.he informants were

found to be in nuclear families.
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Economically, most of the informénts had low income and were
found to have an average famii,y income of 29,196 baht per year. The
average household labor force was two persons. Socio-psychologically,
most of the _inf'brmant.s Joined in only one community group and their
status was that of members only. Most of them had general goals --
improving their living conditions, and_ in the long run, extra goals

—— wanting their children to receive a bachelor degree in 1-5 years,

As to family planning, it was f_ound that most of the infor-
mants had an average of four children with short intervals after
each child birth and stopped giving birth before the age of 30. The
inforeants used contraceptive pills and the spouses did not

cooperate in decision making on these activities.

Concerning nutrition-and health care, proper proportions of
nutrients were not considered in meal preparation and animals and
vegetables were not raised for consumption to continuously provide
protein food. Most of the informants did not prepare snacks
regularly. Most of the informants had medical check-ups at the
Tambon health center when they were sick. No cooperation of the

Spouses was found in decision making on these activities.

For credit use and repayment, most of the informants never
used credit services but a few reported that they used the services
of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. The
amounts of credit obtained were found to be sufficient to their
needs and they repaid the loans and scheduled in the contracts., The

Spouses cooperated in decision making on these activities. _
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For farm oproduction, most of the informants had adopted
technology of production inr their farming for example,
predetermining of the crops to be drown in every planting season,
the land to grow cropslin each season, planting time, types of
fertilizer to be used; and use of chemicals for pest control.
Harvest times were also determined with consideration of climates,
prices and ﬁaturity of the crops. Ho cooperatjon was found among
Spouses in decision making on these activities. However, some of
farming families did not adopt. new technology of production to their

farming practices.

The analysis of relation between 11 independent variables and
dependent. variables ~— 4 farming practices in community development

- showed the following :-

1. Family planning activities were correlated with education,
household size. number of male and female family members, and life
cycle stage,

2. Nutrition and health care activities were correlated with
occupation, household size, 1life cycle stage, membership in
community organizations, family incomes, and level of living.

3. Credit use and repayment activities were correlated with
occupat.ion, membership in communtity organizations, and level of
living.

4. Farm production activities were correlated with educat ion,
occupation, membership in community organizations, household 1labor

force, and level of living.



