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Abstract

The main objective of this independent study is to learn about the roles of local newspapers

in local political development in the aspect of dissemination of knowledge on local and national

politics to the public.

The study gathers data and information by using questionnaires to inguire about the
behaviors of the buyers of local newspapers and .about theirs views on "The Chiang Mai News"
newspaper about its local politics news presentation. The study’s samples are local residents whz
live in 4 municipal districts which are: Sri Vichai, Meng Rai, Nakom Ping, and Kavila. From eac
municipality district, S50 samples are selected, altogeher the total number of the study’s samples is
200. The acquired data and information from the questionaires are analysed by quantitative analysis
using the SPSS for Windows together with the usc of commulative frequencies, percentage and

Chi-square test.

The study findings are: the majority of the respondents are females, 115 cases against 85
males. Average age is in the bracket of 20 - 29 years old. The 'highest level of education is
bachelor’s degree. Most of the respondent’s occupation is being school and university students with
an average monthly income of 3,001 - 5,000 baht, Most of them are Chiang Mai natives by birth

and snost of them are not subscribers of Chiang Mai News newspaper.



As for the most interesting columns in the view of Chiang Mai News readers, it is found
that entertainment columns receive the most attention while political columns rank second. Political

column written by Mitr Muang Klai is the most popular and is viewed as having acceptable quality

and is the most beneficial column to the readers.

As for the view towards the roles of the Chiang Mai News to the presentation of local
political news, it is found that the Chiang Mai News gives stimulus to the betterment of local

politics in Chiang Mai Province,

As for the aspect of the newspaper’s roles in local political development, most of the
respondents view that the Chiang Mai News has a leading role in local political development, has a
role in dissemination of political knowledge and understanding, has a role in giving local data and
information, has a role in being a central media for local political development at median level. In

addition, the Chiang Mai News has a leading role in promoting the awareness to develop politics.



