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Abstract

Steam distillation of the dried rhizomes of

Curcuma parviflora Wall. yielded 0.01-0.02% of an

essential oil, which was found to contain 1l components.
Spectroscopic study showed a mixture of alcohols,
esters (or ketones) and alkenes, as well as aliphatic
and aromatic compounds. Non-volatile extracts obtained by
solvent extracfion were found to be of similar overall composition
as the above volatile oil ut with only 8 components. Spectro-
scopic study showed that these oil extracts contained aliphatic
compounds and very little esters or ketones compared with ‘those
in the volatile oil. However, column-chromatographic separation
and subsequent study of & major component of these non—volati;e
extracts indicated that it was an unsaturated ester or ketone.

The ether extract of_the dried rhizomes of Curcuma
parviflora Wall. was fractionated with acid and bases. The result

did not show complate separatici of components according to their



