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Abstract

The staetic biocassay was conducted to determine the short
term toxicity of mercuric chiloride (HgCla), copper sulphate (Cu504},
zinc sulphate (Zn804). cadmium sulphate (Cd804) and lead sulphaste

(PbS0O_) on 24 hours old Mocins mecrocopa Straus. Probit analysis was

used to calculate the median lethal concentration in 24 hours
(Z24-hrlc 58) and the threshold of toxicity (ILC 5@) was estimated
from the toxicity curve. The 24-hrlC 50 for HgCl_, CusO,_, ZnSO,,
CdSO4 and PbSO4 were found to be 0.00033, 6.815, B.986, ©.159 and
41.8 pg/1 respectively, and the threshold of toxicity were 0.00034,
0.014, 2.085, @.158 and 20.0 pg/]1 sccordingly. Comparative toxicity
study revealed that HgClz wes the most toxic and PbSO4 was the least
toxic. The degree of toxicity from the most to the least toxic was

HgCIz, CuSO4, ZnSO4, CdS0, and PBSO_, in this order.



