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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to examine the roles as well as problems and obstacles
of Muang Mae Hong Son Municipality Council Members in strengthening local community.
Data were collected through a questionnaire from 367 eligible voters in Muang Mae Hong Son
Municipality and an in-depth interview from 10 Muang Mae Hong Son Municipality Council
Members. The results could be summarized as follows:

According to completed questionnaires, findings indicated that the samples generally
assessed the roles of Muang Mae Hong Son Municipality Council Members in strengthening
local community in the moderate level. To illustrate, regarding supporting and promoting local
cultural and traditional preservation aspect, it was in the high level. However, in supporting and
promoting the community groups, organizations and network aspect, the community capital
mobilizing aspect, including people’s participation process mechanism building aspect, they were
in the moderate level.

Additionally, findings revealed that the samples, on a whole, evaluated local community
strengthening in Muang Mae Hong Son Municipality in the high level. People in the community
were confident in their capability to solve problems and improve their way of life. They helped
one another effectively in community resource mobilization and decided to take part in the
activities to strengthen local community, for instance.

Due to the interview with Muang Mae Hong Son Municipality Council Members, the

study showed that they played an important role in strengthening local community in accordance



with 3 year Development Plan B.E.2553-2555 projects. For example, in the Community
Capability Strengthening Building Project, they helped supporting all communities to arrange the
civil society forum in every month. They took part in the Traveling Municipality Project in
talking and asking for people’s problems and demands. The community sports for anti drugs
were also promoted to be arranged every year. Besides, they worked as a coordinator with the
community in surveying people’s basic needs in order to contribute these data as the information
for making the local development plan. They also helped to promote the International New Year
Project of all tribes in Mae Hong Son Province, the Traditional Red Sticky Rice Stirring Project,
and Muang Mae Hong Son Walking Street Promoting Project so as to promote the tourism and
publicize the attractive culture and tradition of Muang Mae Hong Son Municipality.

Finally, problems and obstacles for Muang Mae Hong Son Municipality in strengthening
local community were budget limitation, lack of people’s participation, weak community network
and indecisive Municipality development. Furthermore, the rapid tourism fluctuation to Muang

Mae Hong Son Municipality affected people’s way of life and culture.



