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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the legal procedure toward accused Burmese
migrants according to the U.N. Human Right Declaration: A Case Study of Phupingrajanivej
Police Station Mueang Chiang Mai District, Chiang Mai and to find out problems and obstacles
of applying the U.N. Human Right Declaration toward accused Burmese migrants by
Phupingrajanivej police officers Mueang Chiang Mai District, Chiang Mai.

This study was quantitative and qualitative research. The data collection instruments
were questionnaires which were responded by 60 of Phupingrajanivej police officers and 5
accused Burmese migrants who were arrested in Phupingrajanivej Police Station during the study
period. Moreover, there was in-depth interview to explore opinions of 8 Phupingrajanivej inquiry
officials.

The result in aspect of behavior of legal procedure toward accused Burmese migrants by
police offers was rather good. According to the U.N. Human Right Declaration, the police
officers always told allegations and rights for Burmese, allowed them to meet and contact their
relatives, took them to hospital immediately when they were sick, provided necessary utensils and
three main meals. However, there were still slightly rights that accused Burmese migrants did not

get; consult lawyers and speak to them politely.



The causal factors attitude about legal procedure toward accused Burmese migrants
according to the U.N. Human Right Declaration was rather good. Both police officers and the
accused agreed that the procedure toward accused Burmese migrants should be equally. It should
not depend on position and social status.

The police officers need to inform their rights according to the law when arrested
migrants. However, there was small portion of discrimination. The reasons were given by some
police officers that they thought accused Burmese migrants were alien, poor, uneducated, not
equal to the Thais. In addition, being alleged as “the accused” seemed they were already treated
inferior. So, the police officers might not have to treat them equal to general people.

Also, the findings were as follows: the most common in legal procedure toward the
accused according to the U.N Human Right Declaration was that the accused Burmese migrants
will be offended and arrested in Thailand progressively. The trend of increasing illegal
immigration of Burmese to Thailand was resulted from negligent prevention and suppression
policy and loose power of penalties and the state could not be able to control the number of
Burmese migrants who lived in Thailand properly and systematically. Therefore, these migrants
perpetrated and committed crimes in Thailand.

The obstacles in legal procedure toward the accused according to the Declaration were
not depended on legal provision or regulations but they were depended on the small amount of
the police officers who still had negative attitude toward “the accused” or Burmese migrant
workers. Besides, the amount of operators was insufficient; no lawyers in police stations to advice
the accused. The other obstacles were Thai language illiteracy of Burmese migrants which led to
inconvenience in communication or inform their rights. Moreover, Burmese migrant workers did
not have permanent domicile which caused difficulty to examine and contact relatives in Thailand.
Furthermore, there was no agency of Myanmar in Thailand that takes serious responsibility to

help and advice these migrants.



