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ABSTRACT

This Independent study aimed to 1) to examine the role of local leaders in the election to
the people in Prasath district, Surin province. 2) to study how local leaders work and has
influence in local election with people community in Prasath district Surin Province 3) to research
problems and obstacles in performance of local leader duties in the Prasath district Surin
Province. This research used quantitative and qualitative methodologies by collecting data in the
fields and interviewing with relevant samples. The random sampling had two groups: 1) local
leaders, which were official and unofficial leaders and 2) the general public. A sample of 18 in
Prasath districts, Surin province were total population of 288 people.

The results showed that public people has knowledge methods of local elections They
make decision of election with number of candidacies. They will not elect candidacies who pay
money for illegal elections. People get information about candidates from posters, which promote
in villages over other sources. People disagree with opinions about "leadership is local leaders
are for candidates and election". Also, they do not agree with "local leaders are the most
important in helping candidates get national and local elections". People are paying attention.
Movies and much more. To hope that the political will to complete. People believe Thailand has a

truly democratic system, but they feel a little nervous about this election.



The role of local leaders in national elections of Prasath district, Surin province are very
important because they must have governance to ensure transparency and fair elections. Local
leaders must follow regulations to protect third parties who will be cause trouble in the area the
night before the election. Informal leaders have role to invite people to vote in elections. They
will be asked their relative to motivate public policy of elections or people’s expectations. These
people are an intermediary to connect voters with candidates. Mediator is usually a group of local
leaders. This is channel of candidate use to contact with local leaders to mobilize voters to
persuade people to vote for a political party.

People in the community believe local leader to make decision in election for voting
more than public advertisement. Most of Canvassers are local leaders so people have tend to
focus on political parties. They concerned their own values. Some voters may vote under
influence of money. Money have influenced the decision to vote. To any one candidate.

Barriers to perform duties of a local leader that local leaders are a lack of knowledge.
And understanding of the principles, method of election, especially non-formal leaders. They feel
that they do not have important roles in election. Their duty is only have the right to cross
selected local leaders. Moreover there are many problems of knowledge management. Local
leaders was have problem with bureaucracy and family in Thai culture system .

This research proposed that government policy must encourage public participation in the
political expression of the right to vote as possible. Also, relevant agencies shall find methods to
prevent vote buying votes. Election laws must enforced strictly and hecked properly, especially
paying money for voting. In particular, government educate public to be awareness and political
democracy by educating continuously since compulsory education to understand and political
participation entirely. Public awareness and participation in politics are the right and duty of

people in Thailand.



