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ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the listening behavior of Red Shirts Group in Chiang Mai
Province to Rak Chiang Mai 51 Community Radio on 92.50 Hz. The study also focuses on the
influence of Rak Chiang Mai 51 Community Radio on political movement of Red Shirts Group in
Chiang Mai Province.

This is a qualitative and quantitative study. The samples of the study were 11 political
radio show hosts and their 100 listeners who participated in political gatherings and other
activities held by Rak Chiang Mai 51 Community Radio.

The study showed that Rak Chiang Mai 51 Community Radio was a true community
radio. It broadcasted political news and events. Its radio shows included Dharma in the Morning
Show, Khon Mueang Radio Station, Coffeehouse Forum Show, The Song of Memory Show, Kor
Praden Show, Meet Lawyer Oliang Show, Dharma in the Evening Show, Taladnad Kwamhen
Jood Praden Kwamkid, Sapa Pleng Sapa Kanmueang Show. The listeners listened to this radio
station daily. Their most frequent listening time was between 14.00-16.00 p.m.

The radio station’s contents were found to be about the election during election season
and the government administration. It was discovered that the station had influence on political
movement of Red Shirts Group in Chiang Mai province. Firstly, the samples agreed that the
station’s contents stimulated political movement at different levels (98.0%). The station tended to

support particular political party (89.0%). The station played a part in assembling the people for



political gatherings (82.0%). The station could arouse the people participation in political
movement better than the government (94.0%). The station promoted true democracy (100.0%).
The listeners began to discuss regularly about the politics after listening to the radio (54.0%). In
addition, when the listeners had a chance, they donated for political activities held by the station,

signed the petition, and participated in activities to demand for their rights.



