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ABSTRACT

This study aims to study the political thoughts of people in Changklan Islamic
community, Chiang Mai Province. Data were collected by documentary research for relevant ideas
in the study, and from qualitative research using in-depth interview. The concepts of democracy,

Islamic politics, and communitarian were employed in data analysis.

The result indicated that the political thoughts of people in Changklan Islamic
community, whose gathering was based on ethnicity and religious belief, was influenced by
religious principles and teaching together with Islamic Community and the social, political and
economic changes in Thai society. Since the members of Changklan Islamic community were
related geographically with Thai society, a sense of “Thai” was embedded along with their Islamic
status. Therefore, the construction process of attitudes and political behaviors of Islamic people in
Changklan Islamic community occurred in two dimensions, that is, in the context of a Muslim and
in the context of Thai people in Thai society. Nevertheless, such process did not arise freely but
depended closely on the political changes of Thai society. The author intended to discuss such
issues academically in order to explore the Islamic influence on the way of life and especially on
the political thought of people in Changklan Islamic community who lived in the overlapping area
between the religious and the political area. In this study, the author suggested certain notions that

would result in the political balance.



Understand “the differences” of each community and the cultural diversity in Thai
society in the creation of national state.

Review the efficiency of the distribution of the local authority.

Understand the concept of democracy according to its principles and facts.

Examine the religious concept in the political context.

Consider the importance of outsiders’ analysis.



