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ABSTRACT

This study is entitiled, “Administration of the Municipality Under the Directly-
Elected Mayor Form: A Case Study of Sankamphaeng Municipality, 2008-2011.” The purposes
of this study were (1) to study the characteristics of the administration of the municipality under
the directly-elected mayor form, compared with the indirectly-elected mayor form; (2) to analyze
pros, cons, and obstacles of the administration of the municipality under the directly-elected
mayor form; and (3) to find ways for the improvement of the administration of the municipality

under the directly-elected mayor form.

The findings revealed that 1.Under the new election system, the executive branch,
especially the mayor had increasing stability and potency which was resulted from revising the
important laws such as the origin of the mayor position and from the compromise of the annual
expense budget passing. All helped in reducing the conflicts between the executive branch and
the municipal council. 2.The administration of the municipality under the direct-elected mayor
form has made the administration efficient and effective due to the explicit division of functions
between the executive branch and the municipal council. The mayor has therefore been able to
work independently and quickly, as the intervention from the municipal council has reduced.

3.The administration of the municipality under the directly-elected mayor form made the mayor



respond more to the residents’ needs in order to remain popular and get elected. Whereas in the
past the mayor was elected by the municipal council, the current system gives power to voters to

elect the mayor directly.

The suggestions from the research were (1) the citizens and the opposition must
monitor the mayor administration which gained support from the majority in the council, so the
administration could efficiently administer and meet local needs; (2) the term for holding the
mayor position should be limited at two in order to stop power monopoly and give opportunities
to others especially the younger generation. Several terms might cause power retainment and cut
off new politicians in serving people in locality. (3) the municipal council meeting could be held
outside and in different times such as evenings or weekends so that people could attend and

people’s participation in local politics could increase.



