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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to 1) study the role of the monks in community
development in the Choeng Doi sub district, 2) study the problems and solutions involved with
the role of the monks in community development in the Choeng Doi Sub District, Doi Saket
District, Chiang Mai Province. The information in this study was gained from academic
documents and from interviewing 5 groups of participants; abbots, deputy-abbots, Dhamma
Ambassador, Dhamma teachers and villagers who take part in developing and sustaining
community.

The result of the study of the role of the monks in community development in the
Choeng Doi Sub District, Doi Saket District, Chiang Mai Province showed that role of the monks
in community development was different and had diverse outstanding points, depending on how
well the monks showed their leadership from past to present time. The research showed that:

The role of the monks in community development was shown and this was the beginning
of community development in the aspect of supporting people, encouraging all villagers, temples,
schools and government sectors to initiate community development by themselves instead of
waiting for help from the government only. The overall result of the monks’ performance in
community development was reflected through many visible outcomes, especially in activities

which were established in the sub district for example; villager training, career development



project, Sunday Dhamma School, moral indoctrination camp and etc. Moreover, some areas in the
sub district were used for building temples also to be the complex where people can share the
ideas of community development along with interpolating ethics. There was a successful
Dhamma tour project in which the monks, together with villagers, publicized the idea of moral
and ethical behavior during the Buddhist Lent period. They also learned and shared community
cultures at the same time.

The problems found in community development were about the effectiveness of working
for the temples and the ability of the leaders. These were the reasons that villagers were skeptical
about the outcome of community development. This skepticism affects the progress of
community development as well. There were some solutions for these problems; the monks
should encourage involvement of organizations, since the strength of the organizations affects the
effectiveness of sustainable development. Moreover, the monks should practically manipulate
new knowledge with changes in the community.

Suggestions for enhancing the role of the monks in community development are: 1)
Support the monks who take part in community development and identify the benefits of it. 2) All
organizations involved with community development and the monks have to be well-coordinated
and the organizations should take part when the monks cannot, such as the establishment of big
projects that need participation from the organizations. 3) The community should support the
monks in their studies, and the government should suitably allocate a budget to the community. 4)
For sustainable development, the organization of the monks should be developed through
emphasis on the organization itself, not on the leader, since the leader will change from time to

time but the principles will still exist.



