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ABSTRACT

The study of “Political Role of the Elderly Group Leaders in Tambol Sanphisua,
Mueang District, Chiang Mai Province” aimed to study the political roles of the elderly groups in
San Phi Sua Sub-District by collecting documented information and in-depth interviews with the
elderly people, local politicians, village headmen, and village chiefs in the San Phi Sua sub-
district, totaling 36 persons. The results of the study show that:

The political roles of the elderly groups in the San Phi Sua Sub-District, Muang
District, Chiang Mai Province could be divided into 3 categories as follows:

The first category was the role of exercising voting rights. It was found that the
elderly group members paid attention and exercised their voting rights both at the local and the
national level, especially the local level. The elderly groups in San Phi Sua Sub-District had high
concerns regarding this since they thought it was close to them and had a direct impact on them.

The second category was the role of participation in supporting election candidates.
It was found that if any elderly people in the San Phi Sua Sub-District supported any election
candidate, they would support that candidate to their utmost. There was a group formed to
support that candidate by persuading and convincing other people to vote for that candidate.
Moreover, among the elderly groups, there was a candidate selection process which asked for the
group’s majority opinions to support the candidate, which the group would follow the direction of

that majority’s opinion.



The third category was the role of calling for benefits for the elderly groups in San
Phi Sua Sub-District. It was found that the elders in San Phi Sua Sub-District usually gather to
call for the group’s benefits through occupational groups in San Phi Sua Sub-District by
proposing projects to the San Phi Sua Sub-District local administrative office for funding support
in running the group’s activities. This proposition could be done in 3 ways: 1) directly proposed
to the management committee of San Phi Sua Sub-District local administrative office, 2)
proposed in a meeting on various occasions such as village’s meetings, San Phi Sua Sub-District
local administrative office tour meeting or organizing a public hearing, or 3) proposed to the head
of the community such as the village headmen, village chiefs, or committee members of the San
Phi Sua Sub-District local administrative office.

The researcher would like to recommend that in order for the elders in San Phi Sua
Sub-District to have effective and strong political roles, the government and private sectors
should encourage elders in San Phi Sua Sub-District to participate in every political step, from the
election, the verification and the follow-up and evaluation stage. If all stages are fulfilled, it
would strengthen the political roles of elder people to that of strong civilians which are an
important power that drives the governance in the democratic system of Thailand to move
forward continuously and sustainability. In addition, to strongly participate in politics, at least
three basic elements are required, including 1. the open political system which provides full
opportunities to the people, 2. political cultures that correlate with public administrations in a
democratized system, and 3. social and economic structures which are important factors in
motivating people to greater participation in politics. In other words, if the people’s livelihood is

good, people will be interested in participating or having more roles in politics.



