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Abstract

The purposes of this qualitative research were (1) to study and analyze the
creation of Wualai Walking Street; (2) to study and analyze the relationships between the nearby
communities and the Walking Street; and (3) to study and analyze strengths and weaknesses of
the communities thence providing possible models to strengthen communities. The in-depth
interview was used to collect data from 14 specific samples, supported by participatory
observation, and documentary research.

The findings revealed that there were 3 major factors to make the Walking Street
possible: first, people in three nearby and outstanding craftsmanship communities (Ban Wualai,
Srisuphan Temple, Nantaram Temple) ; second, leaders of Chiang Mai Municipality, and third,
academics. The economic relationships played the most important role in connecting the
communities along Wualai Road with the Walking Street since they stimulated the economy of
the Walking Street, whereas the social and political relationships were secondary.

The strengths of the communities were hand-made productions and trades of
silverware which had been the notable commodity of these communities for more than a hundred
years. The weaknesses of communities were caused by the decline of silverware productions,
number of craftsmen, and trades. Several proposals can be put forth. There should be attempts to
restore and conserve the communities’ culture. The Walking Street should reveal more of
economic activities and culture of the communities. The number of craftsmen must be increased;
there must be a training of young craftsmen. Researches should be encouraged to strengthen
silverware production and trades as well as the search for new markets both inside the country
and outside should be promoted. The economy must serve as a key element to support and sustain

the community strengths.



