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ABSTRACT 

 

The study entitled “An Analysis of the Thai Constitution B.E. 2550 in Terms of 

Promoting Democracy” aims to analyze whether the Thai Constitution B.E.2550 conform to the 

concept of democracy as visualized by Rousseau, Locke, Montequieu by using three frames of 

analysis as follows:  

1. Guarantee and protection of rights and liberty of the people  

The study shows that the Thai Constitution B.E.2550 has provisions that protect rights 

and liberty of the people. However, regardless of many provisions present in the Constitution, the 

government is able to enforce other legislations to limit rights and liberty of the people, e.g. 

Emergency Decree On Public Administration in Emergency Situation B.E. 2548 (2005) 

2. Accountability of the government and right of the people to recall the government  

The study finds that the Thai Constitution B.E.2550 allows the people to recall the 

government both at the country and local levels, yet rarely implemented. The problem is lack of 

knowledge and conscious of active citizen of the people in order to protect their own rights. 

3. Checks and balances between legislature, administrative, and judicial branches  

Thai Constitution B.E.2550 has provisions on checks and balance between legislature, 

administrative, and judicial branches. But provisions do not guarantee implementation. Rulers 

need to apply both legal and political science approaches in balancing on three branches. There 
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should be no single branch that overshadows other branches or else there will be problems in 

administering the country in a democratic fashion. The Constitution B.E.2550 creates an 

imbalance system by crated what is called “judicialization of politics” in the Thai political system 

by: 

1.  Allowing the judicial branch to overly interfere with political system  

2.  While giving more power to the judicial branch, there is no new mechanism to 

monitor or check the judiciary. 


