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ABSTRACT

“Impacts of the War against Drugs Policy during B.E. 2546-2549 on the Image of
Thailand” is the research conducted with purposes of studying the impacts the “War against
Drugs” Strategy had on the image of Thailand and learning how Prime Minister Thaksin’s
Government had worked on changes of Drug Policy implementation in an attempt to remedy
those being affected by and suffering from the lethal anti-drug campaign.

The studying methods used are document research, in-depth interview of governmental
officials directly responsible for narcotic prevention and suppression, and content analysis which
focused on considering the intensity of public criticism on Prime Minister Thaksin’s drug
suppression policy as well as on Thailand’s bad image of human rights violation.

Results of the study indicated that black listing, extra judicial killing and pre-emptive
killing conducted during the February-April 2003 anti-drug campaign had reportedly caused
2,500 victims to death, and had widely been criticized among the Thai and international human-
rights-watch organizations. Thus, Thailand’s image was critically viewed as a human rights
violation country and the interview of several governmental officials revealed that most of them
really agreed that the war against drugs had caused the bad image to Thailand. However, this
same war, in their opinion, had had nothing to do with human rights violation because everything
against the offenders had been done under the rule of law.

Attempts of Prime Minister Thaksin’s Government, during B.E. 2546-2549, to retrieve

Thailand’s bad image could be seen in 2 ways; launch of human rights-related speech at the



conference of the UN Human Rights Commission made by the Government’s representative and
establishment of the 2 committees examining any operations considered as a human rights
violation. Unfortunately, the results of examination had been ambiguous until the end of Prime
Minister Thaksin’s regime. Moreover, the adjustment of Drugs Policy implementation during the
last 6 months of the Fiscal Year 2004 had purposely been done due to the changes of Thailand’s
narcotic situation but not to the needs for solving Thailand’s image problem.

However, the Drugs Policy launched by the next Government mainly concentrated on
the principle of sustainable problem solving and security establishment in dealing with narcotic
threat. The Government also founded the Independent Investigative Committee Probing Drug-
Related Killing in order to find facts and analyze how the anti-drug campaign was formulated and
implemented in such a manner that it resulted in the death of many suspected traffickers, as well
as to remedy the victims of arbitrary killings. Thus, Thailand’s image could positively be
improved in some degree. Nevertheless, the success without any risk of human rights violation
would show, to the public, the efficiency of drugs problem management and the good image of

Thailand due to its adherence to human rights principle.



