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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to 1) analyze factors inducing the motive for pursuing the master’s
degree in Political Economy; 2) explore expectations and actual receptions in pursuing the
master’s degree in Political Economy; 3) examine the ability in applying the knowledge from the
Political Economy study, Faculty of Social Science, Chiang Mai University, to their working life;
4) investigate approaches in developing the curriculum and the management approaches in
Political Economy Department. The researcher used a questionnaire to collect data from 194

graduates and current students. Results of the study turned out as follows:

According to the study, factors inducing the motive for pursuing the master’s degree
were 1) motivating factors in terms of esteem, self-affirmation, result based motivation aspects.
To clarify, esteem aspect was the first factor attributing to their pursuit of study as they wanted to
improve themselves to be the valued persons and well accepted by colleagues and society. The
next factor was the result based motivation aspect in the way that they attempted to increase their
knowledge, skills, and ability. Finally, the self-affirmation aspect was the last factor since they
wanted to gain knowledge to develop themselves as they had dreamed of. 2) The curriculum
structure factors that attracted them to choose to study the Political Economy were, the first
factor, the confidence in Chiang Mai University as being the university of quality. The next
factor was the courses of study in the Political Economy curriculum that consisted of the subjects
attributing to the ability to understand the change in economy, society, and domestic and foreign

politics.



Due to the expectations and actual receptions in pursuing the master’s degree in
Political Economy, the results indicated that the students expected in the lecturers’ academic
quality in the high degree, comparing in the actual reception it was also in the high degree. The
expectation toward the lecturers in transferring their knowledge and experience to students was
the next one which was in the high level, comparing in the actual reception it was also in the high

degree.

Additionally, with regard to the ability in applying the knowledge to their working life,
the results showed that the students moderately applied their knowledge from their study to their
work. The subjects that students applied the knowledge to their work were Monetary and Fiscal

Policy and Thai Economy, respectively.

Finally, there were suggestions for improving the curriculum and the management
approaches in Political Economy Department. Activities for students should be organized, for
example, the political activities and public activities that advocating the real experience and
extending the substance of the Political Economy subject. Besides, special lecturers or experts in

a variety of fields should be invited to transfer knowledge to students.



